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ORIGINAL AND SELECTED ARTICLES. 


REPORT OF SOME CASES FROM THE EVE AND EAR 
AND THROAT CLINIC. 


BY PROF. A. W. CALHOUN, OF GEORGIA. 


Case 1.—Blepharitis. 

G. H., white girl, aged six years, of Atlanta, has good general health, 
but the edges of the lids of both eyes are thickened and covered with 
a scaly formation resembling dandruff of the scalp. The conjunctiva 
is also slightly but constantly irritated. This condition of things is of 
one year’s duration and is greatly increased by every little cold or ex- 
posure to wind, smoke, etc. The following was prescribed : 

R Hyd. ox flav gr ij 
Unguent emollient.......ccecceeceeeeeenes Z 3 
M. et fuciat unguent. 

S. Rubasmall piece into edges of lids every night after scratching off 

the scales. 


R Zinci sulph 
BADMMGIS als iiss ck Cisne sete eles esa gr. ij 
Morphiee sulph j 
Aqua distil 


S. Drop few drops into eye three times daily. 


Note.—The above treatment is effecting a rapid cure of the disease. 
10 
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CasE 2.—Chronic suppurative Inflammation (Otorrhea) of the left Ear. 


Mr. W. R. G. (white), of Stone Mountain, Ga., aged 19 years, had 
scarlet fever when 4 or 5 years old, as a result of which he has had a 
constant and profuse offensive discharge from the left ear, diminishing 
the hearing to a very decided degree. Examination of the ear discovers 
the fact that there is a large perforation of the drum membrane. ‘The 
treatment was as follows : 

Be IG Be irvitc cscs sicseceriscrcsccssnnescssancen eh 
od. potassii.......... pedoesboneees Fasccevesbenssbousge - 3 Jss 
NAA UR I Sv iish sake cedeeshassnsgnyens bobioos Siiisivcodehs 3 ij 
S. Pour, lukewarm, three times daily into ear, after syringing it. 
Also : 
RK Aluminis pulv...... 
Lioopodii. .......0.cccrvessses 


Rub intoa fine powder. 

S. Pack the ear full every second night, after syringing and drying 
it, and leave in for 12 to 24 hours. 

With this treatment alone the patient was in four weeks’ time cured 
of a loathsome disease that had existed nearly fifteen years. 


Case 3.—Purulent Inflammation and closure of the tear passage 
(dacrocystitts.) 


Mr. F. M., (white), of Georgia, aged 54, has had granular lids for a 
great number of years, as a result of which there appeared inflamma- 
tion of the lachrymal sac and the nasal duct of the left eye, filling the 
first with matter, and causing stricture of the latter. By pressing upon 
the skin over the sac, a quantity of pus would flow out upon the con- 
junctiva of the lower lid. As can be imagined, this state of things was 
producing a number of obvious evils. The lower canaliculus was 
dilated by means of small wire-probes, until the blunt-pointed knife 
{used for this purpose) could be introduced. The canaliculus was 
then slit at into the lachrymal sac, and the knife carried on down to the 
very bottom of the nasal duct. A Bowman’s silver-probe No. 8 was 
daily introduced for five or six weeks and allowed to remain ten minutes 
at a time. At the end of this time, the patient had himself learned to 
introduce the probe, and was dismissed, cured, with directions to con- 
tinue the probing at intervals of a week to ten days, for some time to 
come. 

In this case, there was an inturning of the lashes of the upper lids 
against the balls (entropion) which was rapidly cured by cutting out an 

. elliptical piece of skin from each upper lid, and bringing the edges of 
the wound together by silk sutures. ‘This caused the edges of the lids 
ind the lashes to permanently turn outwards in their natural position. 
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Case 4.—Gonorrheal Ophthalmia, resulting in Corneal Staphyloma 
of one Eye and Central Corneal Opacity in the other, with blind- 
ness in both— Operations and Restoration to Sight. 


J. T., (colored), of Crawfordville, Ga., aged 23, had gonorrhceal 
ophthalmia in both eyes, the result of the direct transmission of the 
virus from the penis to the conjunctiva. Most violent inflammation 
ensued, resulting in complete destruction of the left cornea and the 
-central portion of the sight. During the healing process, the front part 
-of the left ball began to protrude forward and continued to grow till it 
extended out between the lids to such a degree as to prevent their clo- 
sure, constituting complete staphyloma. The right cornea was ulcer- 
ated in front of the pupil, so that when it healed, a large white cicatrix 
-completely cut off the entrance of light into the interior of the ball. He 
was thus totally blind in both eyes. 

The protruding portion (staphyloma) of the left ball was removed by 
making Critchett’s operation, which healed nicely and left a well-formed 
stump, upon which an artificial eye can be worn at any time. 

The lower portion of the right cornea being clear, a large iridectomy 
(artificial pupil) was made, thus affording a window through which the 
light could enter into the eye. This was eminently successful, giving 
him enough light to enable him to return home and continue his avoca- 
tion (farming) with tolerable ease. 

More or less thorough destruction of the cornea always takes place 
in gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, unless the disease is vigorously treated from 
the very beginning. 





INJURIES OF THE HEAD—BLOODLETTING IN 
EXTRAVASATION. 


BY E. F. WELLS, M.D., MINSTER, O. 


When symptoms denoting intra-cranial extravasation arise, the clot of 
blood external to the vessels is already an accomplished fact. The ad- 
vocates of bloodletting tell us that the abstraction of ten or twenty oun- 
-ces of blood from a vein of the arm or leg, or from the jugular, or from 
an artery, will prevent its increase, promote the absorption of the clot, 
and grant immunity from inflammation; and the theory is seductive ; 
besides having the support of the writings and practice of several gen- 
erations of surgeons, and we all know how irresistible is the rule of 
brilliant and exalted example in matters surgical. 

Let us fora moment consider the physical condition of the parts in- 
volved. If it be the middle meningeal artery or one of its branches, or 
one of the larger arteries at the base of the brain that is lacerated, it 
will be found that rarely or never is the artery completely severed; but 
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on the contrary the artery will usually be found punctured or incised! 
by some sharp fragment of the vitreous table or the instrument inflict- 
ing the original injury. The only exception to this rule is found when 
the middle meningeal artery runs completely or nearly so in a bony 
canal, or the artery involved is the subject of atheromatous or calcar- 
eous degeneration. 

If the hemorrhage be from the numerous bloodvessels of the pia 
mater, the conditions are somewhat changed. Here the division may 
be complete or partial. Within the brain, the opening is generally of 
limited extent and with ragged edges, but seldom will it be found that: 
the vessel has been completely divided. Capillary hemorrhage usually” 
occurs from vessels completely divided. 

Hemorrhage may cease from : 

1st. When the vessel is completeiy divided. 

a. The contraction of the vessel. 

6. The retraction of the inner coat. 

c. The formation of a clot. 

d. The pressure of the clot lying external to the artery. 

e. The pressure of foreign bodies. 

jf. The failure of the vzs a tergo. 

g. The intervention of art. 

2d. When the vessel is partially divided. 

a. The contraction of the vessel. 

6. The formation of a clot. 

c. The pressure of the clot lying external to the artery. 

d. The pressure of foreign bodies. 

e. The failure of the zs a tergo. 

d. The intervention of art. 

It needs no extended reasoning to show that, of all the ways in which 
the flow of blood is stopped, only contraction of the vessel and the 
failure of the zs a tfergo can possibly be influenced by bloodletting, and, 
as I propose showing further on, this influence has been, in times past, 
greatly over-estimated or probably does not exist. 

That the muscular wall of the blood vessels is paralyzed by the shock 
to the nervous mas’, caused by the extravasation, is proven by the di-- 
lated vessels and congestion found to exist. This condition is remedied. 
in every case by the spontaneous efforts of nature ; and in obedience to a 
general physiological law, viz: Every relaxation of living muscular tissue 
is followed by contraction, when the cause of the relaxation is removed. That 
bloodletting will diminish the force of the intra-cranial circulation, I 
readily admit; yet in judging of the applicability of this remedy, we 
must keep in view the fact that its infiuence is only potent in case the 
smaller vessels are implicated, and further that the mischief has already 
reached its acme, and the opening in the vessel has probably been. 





SOUTHERN MEDICAL REcorRD. 125 


closed by pressure before the accession of symptoms that lead to the 
employment of bleeding. 

‘¢ But,” say the phlebotomists, ‘‘the good effects of our procedure 
do not end here. We have, in general bloodletting, a most valuable 
remedy in the further treatment of the case; for it will not only promote 
absorption but will also prevent the supervention of inflammation.” 

It is needless for me to state in this place, that these statements are 
mere assertions, without any foundation in fact, and incapable of verifi- 
cation. On the other hand we are justified in inferring from analogy, 
that such is not the case. 

It must be granted that there is little perceptible difference between 
an ecchymosis in the cellular tissue under the skin, and one within the 
cranium. No one, in the first instance, expects to promote absorption 
and lessen the risk of having a supervening inflammation in the part, by 
means of bloodletting. The universal use of mild compression is proof 
of its usefulness, and it may be that the compression exerted upon intra- 
cranial clots by the force of the circulation and the effused serum in the 
neighborhood, aided by the elasticity of the parts, are directly beneficial 
in promoting absorption. 

Keeping in view these facts, I cannot but be of the opinion that 
bloodletting, if not injurious, is totally ineffectual ; and that the practice 
of Pott, the Coopers, Brodie, and our own Gross should be, in this 
particular, reinvestigated under the light of modern science and theo- 
ries. 





VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM. 


BY G. S. GLAZENER, M.D., OF S. C. 


T have had much and varied success in the use of viburnum. At first 
I used the viburnum in cases of abortions and miscarriages, and always 
‘with success, ifthe membranes had not been ruptured previous to. my 
visit, as the following cases will show; representing also many others. 

On the 28th of November last, I was called to see Mrs. W ; found 
her having active labor pains every five minutes. She was six months 
pregnant, the membranes not ruptured. I gave one teaspoonful tincture 
viburnum. In twenty minutes repeated the dose. In ten minutes 
more pain stopped and the woman asleep. _I ordered medicine repeat- 
ed upon least return of pain, and for a few days to take a dose every 
four or six hours. Child carried to full term. 

The following day I was called to see Mrs. B——,, in labor at full 
time. Child delivered, and followed by hemorrhage. I used means 
to stop that immediately, and in one hour left the woman doing well. 
In a few hours was recalled and was urged to give ‘‘ something to stop 
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these severe and unbearable after-pains.”” NowI immediately reasoned 
in this way: If viburnum pays its attention directly to the womb to 
stop pain in an abortion, why will it not stop pain after delivery? Two 
doses given as above stopped the pain, and ordered to be repeated if 
necessary. The case had no further trouble. 

Now can it be objected that it is not best to stop after-pains? Do 
after-pains protect parturient woman in any way? If it is nature’s own 
work for her protection, then why do some women never have after- 
pains? With viburnum, I think I can safely say, let no woman suffer 
with them. 

Recently I have prescribed the viburnum in menorrhagia, lessening. 
and controling the flow ; and in dysmenorrhcea, controling the pain at 
will; and in one case of uterine neuralgia I used it with marked and 
almost certain effect. This opens up a wide field in practice, and I 
would like to hear of the experience of ‘‘our medical friends” generally, 
through the Record, in the use of this agent. 





A CASE OF LEPROSY—ELEPHANTIASIS GRACORUM. 


REPORTED TO SAN FRANCISCO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Dr. Charles Blach, City Physician, after reading a paper on the sub- 
ject, exhibited to the society a Chinaman who presented a well-marked 
case of leprosy. His name is Yow Gown, age 34, has a wife and three 
children. Former occupation, merchant. Born in a district of China 
called Seven Creeks, a low, marshy region. ‘The disease commenced 
whilst he was in China, attacking both sides of the face at the same 
time. He had never suffered any injury of the face, nor syphilis. He 
knew of no special disease in his family. The tumefaction gives no pain 
unless pressure is applied. General health is good, and he can imagine 
no cause for the disease. Dr. Blach had conversed with Dr. Loo. 
Chan Foey, an educated Chinese physician residing in San Francisco,, 
and from him procured the following statement. 

The name of the disease in Chinese is Sang Foongler Fat Foong. It. 
is most common in low, marshy districts, and is caused by miasmata 
and unwholesome food. It is not considered contagious, except from 
sleeping or eating with the person affected. Thinks it can be contracted. 
by sexual intercourse. It is most common among the poor. The 
treatment is not well defined. A decoction of a species of sea-weed is. 
much employed, and some Chinese physicians use arsenic. An oint- 
ment is applied containing amber, camphor, cinnabar, nut-oil, sperma- 
ceti and musk. No salt food, nor bread made with yeast, nor fowls or 
game are allowed. ‘The patient is confined to rice and fresh pork. 

Dr. Blach further remarked that the disease is described by Duhring 
as an endemic, chronic, malignant affection, characterized by altera- 
tions in the cutaneous nerve and bone tissues, resulting in anesthesia, 
ulceration, necrosis, general atrophy and deformity. Its course is 
slow, requiring years for its full development. Authors generally agree 
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that it is not communicable except under peculiar conditions. The 
treatment laid down by modern authorities is palliative rather than cur- 
ative, being anti-miasmatic, with abstinence from salt food. Accord- 
ing to the Custom’s Gazette, published at Shanghai, there was admitted 
at Takow, in a dry district, only one case of leprosy in six months; 
while at Hamkow, which is a malarial district, ninety-four cases were 
admitted into the hospital during the same period. ‘The disease might 
possibly become endemic in some of the interior malarious valleys of 
California, with an overcrowded population of a low order, living on 
poor food. But in elevated regions and other localities he did not think 
it possible. 

Dr. Isaac Rivas remarked that leprosy was not rare in Mexico. 
There was an hospital exclusively appropriated to it in the city of 
Mexico, which had been in existence eighty years. He did not con- 
sider it contagious, as none of the nurses had ever contracted it. He 
had also had four cases in his own practice, which seemed to confirm 
that opinion. 

Dr. Stivers did not regard it asa contagious disease. He mentioned 
the case of a woman who died from it in the Almshouse in this city, 
where she had been employed for some time in washing, etc. There 
was no communication of disease. The Chinese themselves do not 
believe in its contagiousness. Dr. S. thinks it is due to malaria and 
the use of salt and decayed meats. 

Dr. H. M. Fiske made mention of a small leper rancheria in Amador 
county which was supported by voluntary contribution from the Chi- 
nese. ‘The Dr. regarded the disease as contagious. 

Dr. Ayer inquired if females were as liable to the disease as men. 

Dr. J. Regensburger answers that writers say they are not. 

Dr. James Blake asked if a leprous mother could communicate it to 
her child by nursing ? 

Dr. Loo Chan Foey answered in the affirmative. 

Dr. M. Regensburger exhibited pathological specimens, illustrating 
the following cases : 

1, A Mexican woman was beaten by a man with his fists, so as to 
bruise her face badly. She became delirious, and finally died in the 
hospital, it was supposed from meningitis caused by violence. But on 
examination, the brain and membranes were found in a perfect condi- 
tion. The lungs were somewhat congested, and the right side of the 
heart was slightly engorged. But no adequate cause of death was dis- 
covered. 

2. Francis, P., aged 30, baker, had always attended to his work 
without complaint, and was considered a healthy man. His death was 
sudden. Dissection revealed hypertrophy of heart, with malignant 
disease of the organ. 

3. Madame R., native of France, had complained for some time of 
pain in the region of the heart, with asthma. During the day she 
drank wine and brandy in small quantities, and after retiring early, 
died suddenly. Cause, hypertrophy of heart, with cartilaginous aortic 
valves, and some fatty degeneration.—San Francisco Med. and Surg. 
Journal, 
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MALNUTRITION AND DIARRHGA IN AN INFANT, 
FROM IMPROPER FEEDING. 


BY DR. JACOBI. 


The following history is given of thisinfant: Mary F., six weeks 
old, was healthy when born. When two weeks old the mother says 
that it had white spots in the mouth, which gradually increased in 
number. ‘There were also spots on its legs, which looked like prickly 
heat. After that its bowels became loose, the evacuations being green 
in color and containing white lumps; and it began to lose flesh. Its 
buttocks, and genitals, and groins soon became sore and inflamed, and 
when it was a month old it commenced to vomit. It has also hada 
slight cough. The father and mother are healthy. They have had 
nine children, six of whom are still living. Of the three that died one 
was born very feeble and did not live long ; the second died of hooping- 
cough, and the third while teething, at the age of ten months. The 
mother has had but one miscarriage ; and so we can, at all events, pro- 
bably exclude syphilis as having anything to do with this infant’s 
trouble. Neither does there seem to be any other hereditary taint, and, 
therefore, we must look for some cause or causes of the difficulty in 
the child itself. 

The spots in the mouth, of which the mother spoke, were, no doubt, 
thrush, or muguet, as the French call it, and they have all disappeared ; 
though the pharynx still presents a redder appearance than normal. 
On examination we find a well-marked erythema about the labia ma- 
jora and arms, and also upon the inner surface of the thighs. An erup- 
tion of this character is usually due to external irritation, such as is 
liable to be set up by contact of feeces or urine with the skin, when 
perfect cleanliness is not observed. One of the most common of all the 
causes of infantile erythema is the use of diapers which have been wet 
with urine and then simply allowed to dry, without having first been 
washed. In the present instance the trouble is probably attributable to 
the diarrhoea from which the child has been suffering. As to the diar- 
rheea itself, the cause of that we shall no doubt find to have been im- 
proper feeding ; the food being either of an inappropriate kind, or else 
administered in too large quantities, or too frequently. The infant has 
also had another eruption, which has been described as prickly heat, 
and although prickly heat is not very often met with at this season of 
the year, I think the mother was probably right in so denominating it. 
It is easy enough to maintain summer heat in a bedroom, and the little 
vesicles seen in the eruption mentioned sometimes make their appear- 
ance on children who are kept too warm, and not allowed sufficient 
fresh air. 

For the erythema I suggest oxide of zinc, or diachylon, ointment; 
or it may be that simply a powder will suffice. Licopodium, however, 
should never be used in such cases, as it unites with the effused serum 
to form a mass which is very irritating to the inflamed skin. The best 
powder here would probably be one composed of starch and oxide of 
zinc. To protect the parts most exposed to it from the irritation of 
the feeces and urine, a little cold-cream or simple cerate should be em- 
ployed now and then. Atthe same time they should be kept as cool 
as possible. 
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As the diarrhoea, in all probability, depends upon improper feeding, 
it follows, of course, that in order to get rid of it we must address our- 
selves tothe cause. ‘The mother being unable to nurse the child at the 
breast, I would suggest that it should have cow’s milk, which has been 
boiled and skimmed, diluted from one-half to one-third. Instead of ad- 
ding simple water to the milk, however, we should employ a farina- 
ceous gruel; and here barley water would be the most appropriate. 
Oatmeal, which would only tend to increase the diarrhcea in this case, 
is very useful when the bowels are constipated. If there is acidity a 
little lime water may be used. It is a great mistake, however, to sup- 
pose that lime water is really worth anything as an antacid, because so 
feeble is its action in this respect, that a vast quantity of it would in 
fact be necessary in order to produce any appreciable effect in neutral- 
izing acidity by means of it. Still it is often very serviceable in such 
‘cases, and especially if there is but little acid present. It also has a 
very excellent effect in interfering to some extent with the coagulation 
of the milk; for it is found that when lime water is given with it the 
coagula are not so large or so firm as they would have been, had it not 
been employed. The white lumps in the child’s passages, which were 
described by the mother, are made up of casein and fat, and they indi- 
‘cate either that the stomach does not digest properly, or that the quan- 
tity of milk taken by the child is too large. Ifnecessary, the milk may 
be reduced until it is only in the proportion of one to three; and in 
case the diarrhoea should continue, it might perhaps be well to allow 
no milk at all for a period of twelve or twenty-four hours. In some 
cases it is desirable to withdraw the milk for even three or four days ; 
in the meanwhile giving the child barley water and white of egg.—Med. 
and Surg. Reporter. 





THE BEDFORD ALUM AND 14RON SPRING. 
BY PROF. J. J. MOORMAN, M.D., OF VIRCINIA, 


The aluminous sulphated chalybeate waters have for half a century 
occupied a conspicuous place among the valuable medicinal waters of 
our highly-favored mineral-water country. The Bedford Alum and 
Iron Springs, belonging as it distinctly does, to this class of waters, and 
showing an analysis not inferior to the best of its class, may well, on 
account of its constituent ingredients, stand in fair competition with 
similar waters whose virtues have been long known and appreciated by 
the invalid public, and therefore might confidently challenge a large 
public confidence in their efficacy. While such is a fair theory in 
reference to the efficacy of this water, actual experience of its use for 
near thirty years has fully verified the hopes that its analysis created. 
Both the analysis, then, and practical use of this water, go to prove its 
great efficacy in a wide circle of disease, and to one disease especially, 
which, without the use of this class of waters, would stand, as it has 
‘hitherto stood, the opprobria medicorum of the healing art. I allude to 
scrofula, in its well-developed form. For this affection, waters of this 
class are altogether the best remedies known to the profession; and if 
there were no other diseases for which such waters are remedial, their 
efficacy.in this would give them high distinction. But their remedial 
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power is by no means confined to this formidable malady. It reaches 
and overcomes many other diseases and morbid states of the system. 

The immediate therapeutic effects of this class of waters as I have 
remarked, in my volume on the mineral waters of the United States and 
Canada, are those of a febrifuge tonic, resembling the action of some of 
our best vegetable medicines of this class, and especially of quinine, 
but superior to them in some respects from their speeific tendency to 
the bowels and kidneys. By their diffusing, astringent and tonic 
powers, they resolve congestions of engorged zscera, and remove sub- 
acute inflammation, thus relieving and giving activity to the fluids they 
fill up the superficial capillaries and veins, and give a full, slow pulse, 
with warm surface and soft skin. They are not purgative waters, ex- 
cept in increased quantity ; but sometimes gently open the bowels when 
taken in smaller doses. Their action upon the kidneys is generally 
prompt, their action upon the skin is secundary ; and when it occurs, is 
the result of their sanitary action upon the blood vessels by resolving 
inflammations and congestions, and hencc such action may always be 
regarded as favorable indications in the case. 

These waters are advantageously prescribed in many chronic affec- 
tions of the skin and glandular system. Even /upws and other malig- 
nant ulcerations are cured by them. In chronic diarrhoea they are often 
administered to advantage, and the same may be said of chronic irrita- 
tions of the kidneys, bladder and urethra. In paucity and poverty of 
the blood; in the chlorotic condition of young females, and in several 
forms of uterine derangement, as well as in anzmic conditions, with 
loss of tone in the nervous system, they may be prescribed with great 
advantage. ‘The salts, or mass obtained by evaporation of the water, 
may be re-dissolved and used to advantage when the water is not at 
hand. For many years I have been in the habit of using with great 
advantage a strong solution of such salts as a local application to indo- 
lent ulcerations of the skin, and especially to those of a scabeous’char- 
acter. To the scaly and irritable eruptions that not unfrequently ap- 
pear upon the cheeks, and sometimes the nose of elderly persons, 
giving uneasiness lest they should prove malignant, I have employed 
frequently a strong solution of such salts with the most satisfactory 
results. 

In various chronic affections of the digestive organs under the generic 
name of dyspepsia, either simple or implicating other organs, and es- 
pecially that form of such depravities known as gastralgia, or nervous 
dyspepsia such waters constitute a valuable remedy. The same may be 
said of them in mesenteric affections, and particularly in persons old or 
young, of scorbutic tendencies.—Maryland Med. Journal. 





Pilocarpin as an Abortifacient.—A late number of the Allge- 
mein Med. Central Zeitung quotes four cases recently reported by vari- 
ous observers, where the hypodermic use of pilocarpin in pregnant 
women led to abortion. One case was four months gone, and aborted 
after the ninth injection. This should be an important caution against 
using this agent, which is growing in popularity, in pregnant women. 
As to whether it will prove of service in cases where the production of 
abortion is indicated for legitimate reasons, no observations have been 
reported.—Med. Rep. 
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SOCIETY REPORTS. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Atlanta, Ga., March 29th, 1879. 
President PowELt in the Chair. 


Dr. R. C. WorD reported the following case, asking the views of 
members as to the diagnosis. 

I submit the following notes of a case which occurred in my practice, 
the diagnosis of which I confess myself at some loss to determine. 

Mr. H., after severe exposure to rain and cold was seized, on Friday, 
December rgth, with a chill which lasted two or three hours, followed 
by high febrile reaction, severe pain in the head and back, aching in 
the limbs, etc., with intense thirst. The friends gave him Tutt’s pills 
and bone-set tea, but the fever continued with increasing violence until 
the time of our visit, which was on the morning of the zoth, at four 
o’clock. We found him with the above symptoms; the pulse at 105, 
full and tolerably firm. Supposing it to be the commencement of a 
febrile attack we gave a dovers powder, applied cold applications to 
head, and ordered five drops tincture veratrum every two hours until 
pulse falls to 75, then to be continued in smaller doses, to keep up the 
impression, until next visit. 

December 21st, 10 o’clock a.m. Patient had rested some better 
during the night ; pulse had once fallen to 70, but had risen since day- 
light, and is now at 100, full and occasionally intermittent, but softer 
than at first visit. ‘There are symptoms of cerebral congestion ; intense 
headache ; eyes red; considerable nervous prostration ; is delirious, ex- 
cept when fully aroused. Complains of his throat, which upon exami- 
nation is found red and swollen, and the palatine arches besprinkled 
with an eruption very like that of measles. During the night there 
had been several copious discharges from the bowels, ofa thin, light 
brown appearance. Prescribed a dovers powder to restrain the bowels, 
and ordered veratrum 5 drops ; bromide potassium 1o grs. every two 
hours. Cold applications to the head, blisters to temples and back of 
ears, warm pediluvia. After about two hours a rash resembling measles 
appeared upon the neck, chest and forehead and soon spread over 
the entire body. On the sides and back, the eruption was blended 
with urticaria and a few minute petecchial spots, and soon the rash 
extended over the entire surface, very much like measles at its full hight. 
The eyes were red, yet there was wanting the cough and the charac- 
teristic semi-lunar interspaces of the measle eruption, nor did it answer 
fully to the eruption of scarlatina. It more closely resembled measles 








132 SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


than anything else, and as the patient had never had that disease and 
had visited a village where it was prevailing, I decided that it was 
measles, aggravated by exposure to cold, etc. 

At this stage of the case a medical friend in the vicinity, Dr. Fowler, 
saw the patient with me. It was decided to use remedies calculated to 
encourage the eruption. Warmth to the lower extremities with fric- 
tions to the body, and small doses of pulvis doveri occasionally, and 
when the eruption was fully out, small doses of aconite often repeated. 
Head to be kept cool. 

Dec. 22d, 9 a.m. Found patient in a comatose state; pulse weak 
and rapid ; rash somewhat suppressed; the skin not so red. Ordered 
cold water freely to scalp; stimulating frictions to the entire body, and 
heat to the extremities, but with no impression. The patient rapidly 
failed, and died about six o’clock the same evening. 

While this case was regarded as one of malignant measles, yet there 
were children in the family who had not had measles and who did not 
contract the disease from this patient. 

A brother practitioner had a similar case in the same neighborhood, 
having the same sort of eruption, and which likewise proved rapidly 
fatal. I also treated another case in the vicinity, near the same time, 
which was not unlike the above, the eruption, however, being absent. 
There being some retraction of the head and stiffness of the muscles of 
the neck in this latter case, we pronounced it cerebro-spinal meningitis ; 
it recovered under revulsives, bromide of potass. and opiates. Is it not 
probable that the other two cases were cases of cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis, of the spotted fever type ? 

Dr. W. T. Goldsmith remarked that he had observed no petecchial 
spots or eruption in any case he had seen in this country. He consi- 
dered Dr. Word’s case an eruptive fever, most probably malignant 
measles, as at first diagnosed by him. There was wanting the retrac- 
tion and rigidity of the head and neck, which is pathognomonic of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. — 

Dr. A. J. Pinson said he did not regard the case reported as cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. He had seen many cases of the disease, and the de- 
scription does not apply to the affection as he had observed it. 

Dr. A. R. Alley remarked that he had seen many cases of meningitis, 
in two of which he had noticed an eruption on the skin. In all the 
cases, however, there was a white fur on the tongue, and rigidity of 
the muscles of the neck. In one case, in a child, there was an erup- 
tion, opisthotonos and speedy death. He thought such cases allied 
to typhus. Some regarded the disease as rheumatic in its origin. He 
had witnessed a number of post-mortem examinations and had observed 
that the gray matter of the brain, the seat ofreflex action, was involved, 
with softening and a striated appearance of the meninges, and frequently 
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a pultaceous broken down pus in the convolutions and ventricles. 
The same conditions sometimes extended to the spinal cord. He 
thinks there was evidence also of an.increase of fibrin in the blood. 
In some cases there was effusion and rheumatic irritation about the 
joints. He thinks Dr. Word’s case was one of malignant measles. 

Dr. Thomas S. Powell said he did not think the case reported was 

measles, nor could he say that it was cerebro-spinal meningitis. ‘The 
eruption did not answer fully to that of measles; it was mixed and 
wanting in some of the more striking characteristics of that disease. 
Eruptions of the skin are not an unfrequent accompaniment of different 
diseases, and may depend upon a variety of causes. The fatal result 
in the case was doubtless due to congestion or inflammation of the 
brain. : 
In many instances cerebro-spinal meningitis, according to his exper- 
ience, is caused by blood poison produced from the use of stale, tainted 
or corrupt food. Exposure to miasma and sudden atmospheric vicis- 
situdes may be an exciting cause, but the poison of bad food is well 
calculated,and he was certain predisposed the system to the malady. He 
mentioned three cases in his practice which confirmed this view. One, 
a boy 13 years old, whose father kept a provision store wherein tainted 
vegetables and other stale supplies were kept and consumed by the 
family. The case was well marked and attended with retraction of 
neck, opisthotonos, etc., It recovered, though not fully, the mind 
being impaired, and locomotion not perfect after a period of nearly 
two years. 

Another case was that of a negro boy-at a saloon, who indulged 
freely in bad articles of diet, and had an attack very like the above. 

A third case was a white boy, at a country store, where the tainted 
food and the same attendant circumstances were present as in the other 
two cases. He treated all the cases with large doses of quinine and 
counter irritants. It is now conceded that the blind staggers in the 
horse is caused by feeding on rotten and smut corn. The brain may be 
affected by these substances. As to eruptions, they are known fre- 
quently to be sympathetic from the stomach, as urticaria from eating 
pickles, fish, etc. Many cases of so-called roseola and scarlatina of 
our spring seasons are but sympathetic eruptions from the use of un- 
ripe or crude fruits of the season. Such cases he treats with chlorate 
of potash and alkalies, and they recover. 

Dr. Pinson stated that he could not accept the theory of Dr. Powell, 
as to bad food being the cause of cerebro-spinal meningitis. During 
the war he had seen the disease in a fatal form attack the troops at 
Charleston, at a time when they were well supplied with wholesome 
food, while in Virginia it did not prevail; had also seen cases of the 
disease in vicinity of Cave Spring, Ga., about six years ago. There 
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were ro deaths from it. These cases were near a mill pond, and may 
have resulted from malaria. 

Dr. Powell replied that the statements of Dr. Pinson tended to con- 
firm rather than to refute his position. In Charleston, the climate is 
hot, and the atmospheric conditions such as are likely to damage depo- 
sits of food as we find them in commissary quarters and stores in large 
cities. In our cities generally, and sometimes in villages, there is bad 
food and bad cooking found. Dr. Pinson’s mill cases may have resulted 
from the meal of rotten corn obtained at the mill. Now-a-days the 
shelling of corn is mostly done by machinery, and it is estimated that 
about ¥% of it thus shelled is rotten or unsound. Some years ago a 
large lot of damaged corn was bought and the meal from it sold by one 
of our merchants at reduced rates, and the result was a good deal of 
sickness among the people. In one instance, a mule fed on it died 
with the blind staggers in a short while after eating it. Dr. Pinson 
also said the disease did not at that time prevail among the Virginia 
troops. Of course the soldiers did not have meningitis in Virginia ; in 
that country they have good food and the finest cooks in the world. 
‘* Nubbing” the corn before shelling is a word very common, and well 
understood by every household in the ‘‘old dominion.” It consists in 
first shelling off and throwing aside the defective grains on the small end 
of the cob, and grinding only the sound corn. 

In former times, when the people of every section raised their own 
supplies, this disease, as well as diphtheria and like affections were 
scarcely known ; but in these days of railroads and steamboats, when 
food is transported over long lines from one section to another, it often 
undergoes changes which, though not always perceptible, affect its pur- 
ity or wholesomeness, and lead to various diseases among which, in 
my judgment, is cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

The importance of sound food is no new question. Most of our 
larger cities are provided with food inspectors, and strict market regula- 
tions are required; but in other places, especially in the South, the indif- 
ference and carelessness upon this point is almost criminal. Good food, 
pure food, anda plenty of it, is essential to health, mental and physical. 
Food makes both muscle and brain. If you want great men, men with 
both physical and mental endowments, capable of great achievements, 
and exempt from meningitis and its kindred diseases, feed them well 
from their birth up. Close observation will show that the great men 
of every country, as a rule, are raised in certain cities or localities where 
food, climate and surroundings are favorable to the largest physical and 
mental development. 

The laws of nutrition and the physical economy provide for the foetus 
in‘utero and at the breast. As it develops to youth and becomes an - 
independent being, the law, or principle, which at first supplied the: 
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needs of the system should be still observed and continued, and such 
food provided as will best develop the mental and physical man ; hence 
the importance of the food question, and its bearing upon health and 
disease, especially in the class of affections we are discussing. 

Dr. A.R. Alley said he could not agree with Dr. Powell. He had 
resided in Charleston and could say that her people live well and eat 
very little corn. Pathology shows that bad food is not the cause of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. Bad food may cause nausea, vomiting and 
various affections, but not meningitis. Nor is the blind staggers in 
the horse and cerebro-spinal meningitis the same affection. 

Dr. E. J. Roach said he did not know what Dr. Word’s case was, 
but didnot think it was cerebro-spinal meningitis. There was no opis- 
thotonos, which is characteristie of {this disease. He thought that bad 
food, as suggested by Dr. Powell, was often a cause of the disease, 
though perhaps only an exciting cause. He thought that atmospheric 
changes and malaria had much to do in developing the affection. 

Dr. Goldsmith reaffirmed his position that the case was measles. 
The eruption in the throat was indicative of measles. It is known 
that the eruption is often visible in the throat before it appears on the 
external skin, and in exceptional cases, both in measles and scarlet 
fever, the eruption is entirely wanting. Such cases are apt to be fatal. 
He thought that cerebro-spinal meningitis was due to blood poison and 
should be classed with the zymotic affections. Bad food may prepare 
the way, perhaps, for this, as with many other diseases, but is certainly 
not alone the cause of the affection. 

Dr. J. J. Knott remarked that it was well known that his views of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis were different from those of the profession 
generally. He thought bad food had nothing whatever to do with it ; 
on the contrary, those best nourished were more liable to it. Healthy, 
vigorous children, and youth from 7 to 15 years were most susceptible. 
Females rarely have it; probably because less exposed. ‘The seasons 
have much to do in causing the disease, particularly the prevalence of 
east winds. The symptoms are more varied than is usually represented; 
opisthotonos is frequent but not present in every case; many of the 
worst cases do not have this symptom. ‘The atmospheric impression 
is made upon the ganglionic and vaso-motor systems. There is often 
hypereesthesia, showing a change in the afferrent and efferrent nerves. 
If you impress or partially paralyze a nerve you change the electro-tonic 
condition. There is first irritation, then congestion, then inflammation. 
If we wait until the inflammatory stage appears no remedy can avail. 
The best treatment, and one whichhad proven most successful, was 
the early administration of large and repeated doses of quinine, with 
turpentine applied to the spine by means of a hot iron upon flannel. 
Cases could be relieved by this method in a few hours. ‘The quinine 
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should be continued for three or four days to guard against relapse. 

Dr. Goldsmith remarked that if the state of the atmosphere or East 
winds bring about the disease it should always follow when the same 
atmospheric conditions are present, which is not the case, there being. 
often long intervals of time when the disease is absent ; yet the atmos- 
pheric conditions are present every year. 

Dr. Knott stated that the disease is present in greater or less degree: 
every year. 

Dr. Goldsmith remarked that the disease is generally regarded as of 
recent origin ; yet the East winds had always prevailed, and the same 
fact may be urged against the bad corn or bad food theory of Dr. 
Powell. = 

The same causes should always produce the same results, so that. 
when the effect is experienced we could find the cause. When we see 
a sudden rise in the river or streams about us, and no rain, we know 
that there has been a flood ofrain above us. So should it be in regard: 
to the cause of disease. The truth is that in thisdisease, as with influ- 
enza and other epidemics, the cause is not yet known, for we have 
scarcely yet entered upon the threshold of discovery. 

Dr. Knott replied that whether his theory was correct or not, the 
treatment based upon the theory had been successful, not only in his: 
own hands, but with many others. As to the remote cause, it was pro- 
bably the absence of ozone in the atmosphere. 

Dr. Alley said that in Augusta, in the year 1872, cerebro-spinal 
meningitis prevailed both among the negroes and among the well-to-do. 
and refined families in the city. 

Dr. Powell said that he was misunderstood; he did not contend that 
bad food alone caused the disease. It may be true in the abstract that. 
many diseases have a remote, unknown cause, yet the system may not 
be susceptible, or may resist the cause. The predisposition must first. 
obtain, and whatever predisposes or renders the system liable may be 
regarded as a cause. 





Hypodermic Injections of Tincture of Ergot for Reten- 
tion of Urine.—Mr. Luton, of Rheims, employs a mixture of one 
part of tincture of ergot in five parts of alcohol at 90°, by hypodermic. 
injection, in the treatment of inorganic retention of urine, The dose 
he employs is from seven and a half to thirty drops, fifteen drops of 
the solution being equal to three grains of powdered ergot. He has. 
used it in the paralysis of the bladder accompanying typhus, confluent 
variola, andacute hydrocephalus. He makes the injection in the fossa 
behind the great trochanter. Within half an hour, and sometimes 
within a few minutes, a complete and forcible evacuation of the bladder- 
takes place. He has never observed an eschar of the skin or a gan-- 
grenous abscess after the injection.—Ze Lyon Medical. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Post-Mortem Delivery. , r : of Philadelphia, 
has collected 55 cases of removal ofa living child after the death of the 
mother, which he tabulates with his views and conclusions ina valuable 
paper in the American Journal of Obstetries. This is by no means a 
speculative inquiry. Every practitioner of obstetrics is liable to have a 
dead, undelivered mother before him, and the possibility of the delivery 
and rescue of the foetus should be so clearly established that there should 
be no hesitation or delay in his procedure. Let us, then, briefly follow 
the points of Dr. Duer in his admirable resume : 

1. The period of pregnancy, when the child may be delivered with 
any favorable prospect. ‘‘For all purposes of practice, it may be as- 
sumed that an infant, delivered by Czesarean section, is as likely to live 
as one born at the same period of pregnancy in any other way; and as 
there is incontestable evidence of children having lived who were de- 
livered from a living mother, at the sixth month of utero-gestation, and 
especially as we are dealing entirely with possibilities and not probabili- 
ties, we will be safe in the adoption of a rule: To perform forcible 
dilatation, or the Cesarean section, on all otherwise favorable cases, 
which have attained to the neighborhood of the sixth month of preg- 
nancy.” 

2. The length of time after the death of the mother, when operation 
promises success; of course, the sooner after the death of the mother 
the child is delivered the greater the possibility of good results. But, 
‘¢ifa child is manifestly living, as indicated by its movements, or by 
the sound of the fetal heart, there can be no question of the propriety 
of an operation; the converse of this, however, is by no means true, 
and we are obliged, then, to fall back on observation and recorded ex- 
perience.” 

‘¢In the Hunterian Society discussion, Dr. Lever relates that he has 
several times seen the movements of the fogtus in utero, half an hour 
after the mother’s death.” While in the cases collected by Dr. Duer 
there were 13 delivered between 10 and 15 minutes; two cases after 
one hour ; two cases after two hours; there are cases reported of living 
children being removed after a much longer interval of death than any 
of these, but they are not regarded as reliable; as, for example, that of 
the Princesse de Schwartzenberg, where the infant was removed twenty- 
four hours after the death of the mother and ultimately survived. 
Even this case is recorded as ‘‘ well known” and ‘still believed to be 
true.” 

One ofthe most important, for practical consideration, of the cases 
collected by Dr. Duer, is that reported last year to the Cincinnati Ob- 
stetrical Society, and printed in the Lancet and Clinic, by that careful 
and reliable practitioner, Dr. J. L. Cleveland. Indeed, Dr. Duer 
speaks of Dr. Cleveland's case as ‘‘ in all respects the most interesting 
of the series.” ‘‘‘The mother is represented to have had convulsions 
(probably nls for about two weeks, and is supposed to have died 
in one. For reasons mentioned, the time which elapsed before the 
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operation was ‘full one hour.’ The child was removed asphyxiated, 
but the heart-beat was perceptible. It gasped in a short time, and in 
the course of an hour was fully restored. It was small, near full term, 
and is still alive and in good health.— Obs. Gazette. 


Remedies for Dilating the Cervix During and Prepara- 
tory to Labor.—Dr. Sell related a case as an example of several, in 
which he had used the concentrated tincture of caulophyllum, or squaw 
weed, with the happiest results, as a remedy to ward off tedious labor. 
The remedy was especially applicable in those cases in which the wo- 
man had habitually suffered severely during the first stage of labor. As 
a preparatory remedy in such cases it should be administered in twenty- 
drop doses three times a day, for three or four weeks previous to con- 
finement. 

Dr. Merrill remarked that he had witnessed similar results from the 
use of castor oil during labor. He referred to cases in which he had 
found the os rigid, had ordered a dose of the oil, and, by the time the 
bowels were freely evacuated, the rigidity had disappeared, and speedy 
delivery was effected. 

He further remarked that he had used castor oil with good effect in 
cases in which the uterine contractions were weak and the os was con- 
siderably dilated. Given in half-teaspoonful doses every ten or fifteen 
minutes, the oil had produced marked uterine contraction as rapidly as 
he had ever obtained by the use of ergot. 

Dr. Sell regarded the oil as a dangerous medicine to be given during 
the latter months of pregnancy, for if it had the power to excite uterine 
contraction, it might produce premature delivery. 

He also referred to gelseminum as a valuable remedy in cases of rigid 
os during labor. 

Dr. Merrill remarked that he never ordered castor oil, except when 
he was convinced that it was time for labor, or the process had already 
commenced. He always charged his patients not to take castor oil 
during the last months of pregnancy, if remedies were needed to keep 
the bowels open, because of the liability to excite uterine contraction. 

Dr. F. V. White remarked that when he was an interne in Bellevue 
Hospital, it was customary to administer castor oil to the lying-in wo- 
men on Sundays, and there were marked results following its adminis- 
tration. 

He also asked Dr. Sell if he had not obtained as satisfactory results 
from the use of chloroform in cases of rigid os during labor, as from 
the use of gelseminum. 

Dr. Sell replied that he preferred gelseminum to chloroform.—J”. Y. 
Acad. of Med.—Med. Rep. 


The Treatment of Alcoholism.—F. P. Atkinson, M.D., in 
London Practitioner, says: _ 

Some of the most distressing cases we, as medical men, are called 
upon to attend are those of alcoholism, and it has unfortunately fallen 
to my lot during the last few years to have several from time to time 
under my charge. A good deal has been written by different persons 
with regard to treatment, but I do not think this ought to deter one 
from putting on record his own personal observations, since it is only 
by accumulation of evidence that proper conclusions can be‘arrived at. 
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As far as I can see, there would appear to be three different stages in 
the disease, viz: 

1. Sleepiness, accompanied by a hard quick pulse; loss of appetite 
in the morning, and morning sickness. 

2. Drowsiness, accompanied by a slow, somewhat compressible 
and excitable pulse; complete loss of appetite,, and constant sickness. 
The blood has in it an excessive amount of hydrocarbon. 

3. Delirium, accompanied by complete absence of sleep and the 
presence of horrible apparitions, especially at night. The pulse is 
small, quick, easily excitable and compressible. ‘The blood is deficient 
in red corpuscles. Hydrocarbons are present in poisonous quantities ; 
the brain undergoes little or no repair. The vaso-motor nerve influence 
is almost entirely lost. 

The treatment I have found beneficial in each stage is the following : 

First stage. Tinc. rhei, mx; tinc. card. co. 3ss; acid hydrocyanic, dil., 
miij; sp. chloroformi, mxv; tinc. hyosciami aque ad. 3i, quartis horis. 

Second stage. The treatment should be the same as just described, 
only it is as well to omit the prussic acid, as there is not the same excite- 
ment present. 

Third stage, Chloral should be given in thirty-grain doses every 
four hours, till sleep comes on, and then repeated as often as necessary. 
‘The nourishment should be by no means forgotten, and stimulants 
should be strictly forbidden. 

If chloral is gone on with beyond a certain time, a sleepless condi- 
‘tion recurs, when nux vomica and gentian should be given as follows: 
tiuc. nucis vomice, m x; tinc. gentian co., 38s; ess. limonis, mi; sp. 
chloroformi, mxv ; aque ad. 3i. ter quaterve die. This rarely fails to 
reinduce sleep, but if persisted in long after it has produced its effect, 
sleeplessness returns. When this is the case the tincture of gentian, 
calumba, or chiretta should be given alone. 

These remarks I am afraid, will have but little interest for the scien- 
fic observer, but they cannot, I think, fail to be of use to those engaged 
in general practice. 

To show to what extent alcohol may be present in the blood, I may 
mention I have known it to burst into flame on a light being applied 
to a cut head, and Prof. Ogston, of Aberdeen, has told me he has been 
able to set:it alight, when he has cut open the bladder of a man who 
had died in a fit of alcoholism. 


Pathology of Hysterical Cough.—Dr. W. S. Dodd, in Med- 
‘ical and Surgical Reporter, says: 

Case1. Mrs. J. S., aged thirty-four, hysterical, suffering from 
uterine polypus, was taken with violent cough, and for ten days I could 
get nothing to alleviate it a particle; finally, in examining the spine, 
I discovered that pressing on the fourth and fifth dorsal vertebra in- 
creased the cough. I ordered a blister to the spot, which remained 
twelve hours, and the cough vanished completely. I subsequently 
got rid of the polypus, and the patient has since borne a thirteen and a 
half pound child, and has got good health. 

Case 2. Mrs. S. A. T., aged twenty-two, hysterical. I had procur- 
ed an abortion -with her, for relief of puerperal convulsions, on Janua- 
ry 24th, 1877. She remained in delicate health, but became enceinte 
in August. I was called. October rst, and found her emaciated ; had 
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retained no food for a week, and in the last two days retained nothing, 
not even a spoonful of water ; the spine was excessively tender, and 
pressure on the lower dorsal vertebra caused retching. Ordered bis. 
sub. nit. et ingluvin, equal parts, five grains every three hours, and a. 
blister to the spine. She vomited everything until the blister had done 
its work ; then she retained the medicine, and in a short time was able 
to take alight diet. October 3d. Some cough; retains food. Octo- 
ber 4th. Cough violent, and continued so for three days, interfering 
with the digestion. October 8th. Find some vomiting; cough still 
violent, and excited by pressure on the dorsal vertebra; applied blister 
to the spine, and it remained twenty-four hours without blistering, over 
the third, fourth and fifth dorsal vertebra. October gth. Still cough- 
ing; applied a fresh blister where the other failed, and in ten hours it 
blistered, and in twenty-four hours the cough was gone. She recovered, 
and in May, 1878, was delivered ot a fine child, at full term. 

Case 3. Mrs. A. has uterine trouble of long standing. Was called 
November 17th, 1878, and found she had diphtheria, which ran a se- 
vere course. The fifth day of the disease had slight cough ; was fearful 
of extension of disease into the larynx, but all remedies for it failed to: 
even check its progress. On the decline of the diphtheria, in the third 
week, the cough still increasing, I examined the spine and found that 
there was cough on pressing the dorsal vertebra; applied the blister, 
and when it produced sufficient counter-irritation the cough subsided. 

My conclusions are, that a nervous or hysterical cough comes origin- 
ally from genital disturbances, through the spine, and my treatment is 
satisfactory to me and my patients. 


Arrest of Milk Abscess.—W. P. Swain, F.R. C. S., reports as. 
follows to London Lancet : 

The following case, although by no means without precedent, is so 
marked as to deserve record. 

Mrs. W , a primipara, was confined on July 13th. The labor 
was natural, but the child very large. The forceps were used in the 
last stage. She progressed favorably up to July 26th, but at one o’clock 
in the morning of that day she had a shiver, followed by burning heat, 
with fullness, pain, and great tenderness on pressure in the right breast. 
The breast had been somewhat troublesome to nurse with throughout. 
I saw the patient at1 p. m. She was then flushed and anxious, with a 
pulse 120 and a temperature 103.6°. The breast was very full, tense 
and painful, especially toward the axilla, where a spot much harder than 
the surrounding tissues could be felt. The following treatment was 
prescribed: An immediate dose of ten grains of quinine; two-drop 
doses of tincture of aconite in a drachm of water every ten minutes 
for four hours, and then every hour; and the extract of belladonna 
softened with a little glycerine to be smeared over the breast. The 
breast pump was also ordered to be used. _I saw her again at 10 p. m. 
The treatment had been faithfully carried out, except that the dose of 
quinine had not been admistered until 7 p. m., owing to the chemist 
being reluctant to dispense so large a dose of quinine without special 
authority from me. I found the breast much less tender, the pulse 88, 
and the temperature 101°. Five grains of quinine were ordered to be 
taken every four hours, and the aconite to be continued every hour. 
The next day (July 27) I found the patient more comfortable. The: 
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child had taken the breast, which was hardly now at all tender, the 
hard spot having vanished. The pulse was 80, and the temperature 
96.6°. From that time she progressed favorably, without further bad 
‘symptoms.— Obs. Gazette. 

[Two drops of aconite every ten minutes for four hours seems exces- 
sive.—Ed. Rec. ] 


Prussian Blue in Malarial Fever.—Through the suggestion 
of a friend of mine, wrote Dr. W. L. Martin, I was led to the use of 
the above article in some stubborn cases of intermittent fever, more 
particularly that form termed ‘‘dumb ague or chronic chills.” Now, 
after the use of it for several years, I have found it an efficient remedy, 
and have rarely been disappointed in being able to effect a cure. It 
must be given in pretty large doses, much larger than is directed in 
our books, to have this desirable effect, say ten grains three times a 
day. This amount, in my hands, has proved sufficient for an adult. 
In looking at the article chemically, we might fear using such large 
doses, but, after experience, I have seen nothing bad result from it 
whatever. Given in powder, dropped upon the tongue and washed 
down with a little water, is the most eligible way of administering it. 
The taste is somewhat similar to that of powdered charcoal, and but 
few complain of it being unpleasant to take; in this way even children 
take it readily. Given in pilular form, a dose would make three pretty 
large pills ; this amount having to be taken three times a day, we would 
find but few that would submit to it. Prussian blue being a chalybeate 
has the effect of that class of remedies, as well as that of an antiperiodic, 
and I found it to be most efficient in those cases where there isa ‘‘ run 
down” or anemic condition, and when a cure is effected it is more 
permanent than that from quinia. There are some cases where quinia 
will not make a permanent cure, even when given under the most ap- 
proved plan, which, I believe, is after the chill has been arrested by it, 
to keep them from returning by giving a full dose the day preceding 
the seventh, fourteenth and twenty-first day following the last chill. Now, 
in these cases, where quinine has so failed, the ferrocyanide of iron 
comes in as just the thing. —Med. and Surg. Rep. 


A Simple Aspirator.—Dr. G. A. Harman, Lancaster, Ohio, 
writes to the Clinic: As every physician now wants an aspirator, and 
as simplicity, convenience, durability, reliability, and price are all de- 
sirable and necessary considerations, with your permission I will de- 
scribe one answering all those requirements. 

Take a rubber tube, about one-half or one-third of an inch in diame- 
ter, about three or four feet long, sufficiently elastic to allow of com- 
pression, but not much stretching, and enough resiliency to return to 
its shape when allowed. The tube used in the construction of the 
Davidson syringe nearly answers the purpose; but it is rather hard to 
compress, and stretches too much. A lighter tube, with a longitudinal 
linen fiber, would suit the purpose better. 

Having a proper tube, you stretch one end over the head of an as- 
pirating needle. You now have your aspirator ready for use. 

Thrust the needle into the cavity to be aspirated ; then grasp the tube 
’ with the thumb and finger of one hand, as near the needle as possible. 
with sufficient tightness to completely obliterate the hollow, and so, 
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with thumb and finger of the other hand close up to first, holding 
tightly with proximal hand (in relation to needle), slide the other down 
the tube, keeping the hollow all the time obliterated, thus exhausting 
the tube of air. When you have slid down the tube a sufficient dis- 
tance, say a foot or more, you have between the fingers of the two 
hands a vacuum, which, upon releasing the grasp of the proximal hand, 
is filled by the rushing in of fluid from the aspirated cavity. Drop the 
distal end of the tube, and you have a syphon which will completely 
empty the aspirated cavity. Should the tube be too elastic, it will be 
found convenient to follow up the distal hand by letting go with the 
proximal, and taking a new hold near the distal, while holding the tube 
firmly with the latter ; thus compressing a few inches of the tube at a 
time ; or the tube might be very easily and completely exhausted by 
winding it tightly around a smooth, conical stick, beginning close to 
the needle, then securing the distal end and pushing it off. 

Should it be desirable to immediately see what kind of fluid is being 
drawn away, the tube can be divided near the needle, and a short glass 
tube inserted in the section. 

This little device (for which I claim originality) will enable every 
— to supply himself with an aspirator at a cost of only about a 

ollar. 


Hypodermic Injection of Brandy.—Within the last few weeks 
I have had a case in my practice here in which the subcutaneous in- 
jection of brandy undoubtedly prevented a fatal issue. Having had 
occasion to use the forceps for the removal of a child that had unfor- 
tunately died zz wéero, under circumstaaces which precluded the use of 


chloroform and necessitated the loss of a considerable amount of blood, 
I had no sooner secured a proper contraction of the womb than the 
woman sank into a state of collapse so profound that I could scarcely 
determine whether she was really dead or alive. There was no pulsa- 
tion in the radial artery, the heart seemed motionless, the respiration 
ceased, the extremities became as cold as ice, the jaws were absolutely 
rigid, and the face assumed the very aspect of death. Instantly lower- 
ing her head, I injected two drachms of pure brandy over the apex of 
the heart, and resorted to artificial respiration, while the nurse under 
my orders made a liberal use of warmth and revulsives. In response 
to these means there came a slight flutter about the heart and a single 
feeble sigh, and then a lapse to the same awful state of silence and inac- 
tion. Repeating the injection of brandy and persisting in the other 
measures, I succeeded after some moments in securing a somewhat 
more decided movement of the heart and a rather stronger respiratory 
effort, followed by another speedy return to the deathlike condition 
which I have already described. And so, with alternations of resusci- 
tation and relapse, amid gleams of hope and intervals of despair, I la- 
bored on for more than two hours before the slightest continuity in the 
cardiac and pulmoniry functions was established, and it was only after 
the lapse of a much longer period that a sufficient amount of reaction 
developed itself to enable me to decide whether death or life was to be 
the issue of the struggle. Eventually, however, success crowned my 
efforts ; the state of collapse passed away, and, after a long and weary 
subsequent illness, the patient lives to unite with me in blessing the days 
on which brandy and hypodermic syringe were invented; for they res- 
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tored her to life and relieved me from one of the most painful and 
trying positions of my whole professional career.—Vorth Carolina Med- 
tcal Journal. 


The Plague.—The Bulletin of the Marine Hospital Service states 
that official reports of European medical officers in China show con- 
clusively that true ‘‘ bubonic plague” has prevailed extensively in 
that empire during the thirty years preceding 1873, when it was sup- 
posed to be wholly extinct. The reports also show that owing to the 
meagre facilities for communications with Central Asia, virulent epide- 
mics may ravage extensive districts of that country without any know- 
ledge of their existence extending to Europe. The reports present re- 
cords of the disease having prevailed in the Province of Yunnan, to 
which it seems to have been introduced from Burmah, during twenty 
of the thirty years in question, varying in intensity in different parts of 
the province, and in different years. 

From facts, which have been obtained from official sources, and are 
in the main well attested, it seems proper to conclude that instead of 
the late outbreak being due to the spontaneous regeneration of the 
virus of the plague in the valley of the Volga, or, at the furthest, in 
Persia, the disease was reintroduced from China into Persia, and thence 
to Russia, local conditions in each instance probably favoring its deve- 
lopment. Of these conditions no authentic account will be obtained 
until the international Commission of Experts, who are visiting the in- 
fected district, make their report. The return of cold weather, com- 
bined with the stringent measures adopted by the government, seem to 
have confined the late violent outbreak to the limited district where it 
first appeared. The American ministers to Austria and to Russia 
report that the disease has manifested such an extremely virulent and 
contagious character that great alarm exists in the whole of Eastern 
Europe, and urge upon the government the necesiity of taking mea- 
sures to prevent the possibility of the introduction of the disease into 
the United States. The measures already taken by this government 
for preventing the importation of goods from the infected districts, ex- 
cept under proper precautions, are, for the present, considered suffi- 
cient for this purpose, especially if the ports of entry are kept free from 
the unsanitary conditions that favor the spread of epidemic disease.— 
Med. aud Surg. Reporter. 


Marriage and the Microscope.—Dr. C. Heitzman, of New 
York (N. Y. County Medical Society, Dec. 23, 1878) read a paper in 
which he claims to be able to determine the constitution of an indivi- 
dual by means of microscopical examination of the blood, without 
knowing anything of his former life. The better the constitution, the 
fewer are the colorless blood corpuscles. These corpuscles are partly 
homogeneous, or at least coarsely granular in strong men; they are also 
paler in color (yellow) in weak persons. He says: 

‘*Tn fact, the microscope reveals so much of the general health of a 
person, that more can be told by it in many instances than by naked 
eye, or by physical examination, as well as on percussion and auscul- 
tation. Marriages should be allowed in doubtful cases, only upon the 
permit of a reliable microscopist. Last season a young physician asked 
me whether I believed in marriage among kindred? He fell in 
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love with his cousin, and so did the cousin with him. I examined his 
blood and told him that he was a nervous man, passes sleepless nights, 
and has a moderately good constitution. The condition being sus- 
pected in the kindred lady, marriage was not advisable for tear that 
the offspring might degenerate. So great was his faith in my assertions, 
that he gave up the idea of marrying his cousin; offering her the last 
chance, viz: the examination of her blood. This beautiful girl came 
to my laboratory, and very much to my surprise, I found upon examin- 
ation of her blood a first-class constitution. The next day I told the 
gentleman: ‘You had better marry her.’”—M.Y. Med. Record. 


Rheumatism.—Dr. Richard said he had used salicin for acute ar- 
ticular rheumatism, in five to ten grs. doses, without benefit. 

Dr. Snow has used salicylic acid in a number of cases of acute rheu- 
matism with the most favorable results. In one case he gave it in doses 
of grs. x ad. xv. The pain subsided, but the head symptoms—similar 
to those induced by large doses of quinine—were so severe that the 
medicine was discontinued, when the pain again returned. Similar 
doses stopped the pain, but caused the head symptoms as before, when 
smaller doses completed the cure without further trouble. 

Dr. Borrowman has given the acid in doses of grs. v ad grs. xx, 
every two hours, without observable effect. 

Dr. Kaiser usually gave five grs. each of salicin and potass. nit. 
dissolved in glycerine. ‘Tinct. aconite three parts and tinct. opium 

.one part, is an excellent local application. 

Dr. Leonard. Salicylic acid may be good in malarial cases§ 

Dr. Lyster favors the warm room, and does not think it increases 
the temperature of the patient suffering from rheumatism. He gene- 
rally uses the following : 


Re FAMINE ROIIA, 5 oa. 0 00a 0:0:0.0:0 90:0,.0,01000 000.00:0% os atl, 
Potass. iodidi............ Seek oebeeaee jamhaheusiaee 
AMS RINNE ick onss00s wins: i000 
Syr. sarsaparillee 


M. Ft. sol. S. Two teaspoonfuls. 

Gave morphine to ease pain, and used locally cloths out of hot alka- 
line water, covered with oiled silk, or simply envelope the part in cotton 
batting. 

Dr. Rouse prefers quinine to salicin in malarial districts, —Proceedings 
of the Wayne County Medical Soctety.— New Prep. 


Ergotine in Acute Ophthalmia.—Dr. Planat, of Nice, states, 
in the Journal de Therapeutique, that he has found ergotine act with 
efficacy and promptitude in proportion as oculo-palpebral phlegmasize 
are simply inflammatory. In blepharo-conjunctivitis the improvement 
is first observed in the conjunctiva ; and in keratitis, although still very 
active, it isa degree less so than in the more superficial affections. It 
is also of great service in iritis, rapidly subduing the acute manifesta- 
tions and preventing their extension to the external membranes of the 
eye. When these last are the seat of a chronic fluxion dependent on a 
scrofulous or dartrous diathesis, ergotine, without influencing the con- 
stitutional affection, acts none the less efficiently on the inflammatory 
element—a fact of importance, as by generally preserving the eye from 
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‘plastic deposits, corneal ulcers, and consecutive staphylomas, it allows 
of the treatment for the diathesis being more promptly put into force. 
‘The formula which Dr. Planat recommends is from one to one and a 
half gramme of ergotine in twenty of glycerine or rose water, of which 
from eight to ten drops are to be inserted in the eye every two hours. 
Where there is violent inflammation of the eyelids or distention of the 
‘conjunctiva, a rag wetted in this mixture should be left on the parts for 
some hours. In general, two or three days suffice for the subdual of 
‘the most intense blepharo-conjunctivitis. Dr. Planat has employed the 
-ergotine in this way, with invariable success, for several years past.— 
Med. and Surg. Rep. 


The Treatment of Acute Rheumatism.—Prof. Stille, in the 
Journal of Materia Medica, says: 

The treatment of simple acute articular rheumatism may be aban- 
doned to palliatives and nature. Apart from complications, such 
cases nearly always get well under rest and good nursing. ‘Try and 
.disabuse yourselves of the idea that their cure is dependent upon medi- 
cines alone ; to help nature is often the best we can do. No treatment 
was ever invented which stopped a case of acute articular rheumatism. 
It cannot be accomplished by bleeding or sweating or purging, by niter, 
by tartar emetic, by guaiacum, by alkalies, by salines, by salycilic acid, 
or by anything else. The physician can palliate pain and perhaps 
‘shorten the attack; can perhaps prevent or control complications and 
stiffness in the joints, but he can not arrest the disease. Where rest, 
‘proper diet, and warmth are enjoyed, most cases will get well just as 
‘soon without as with the use of other remedies. Dr. Austin Flint, of 
New York, in support of this statement, subjected some patients, a 
number of years ago, to the expectant treatment, and found that they 
made just as rapid and just as complete recoveries as those cases under 
:active medication. 


Fistula in Ano.—During the last five years I have had under my 
-care several cases of fistula in ano. All but the last were subjected to 
the division of the sphincter ani with the knife, and although varying 
considerably in the length of time required to heal the wound, made 
good and perfect recovery. With the last I adopted a different method. 
It was a complete fistula, having one opening in the bowel above the 
sphincter, and another (external) near the anus, whence frequently fecal 
matter exuded. Having cleared the bowels thoroughly, and then se- 
-cured them against disturbance for two or three days, I introduced to 
the bottom of the fistula, in a hollow tube, some pure carbolic acid in 
a liquid state. The first application seemed to close the internal open- 
ing ; the second, introduced the same way, required a less deep inser- 
tion; the third less still, and so on until the sinus became completely 
closed. About two months have elapsed. ‘The patient has had no 
return of the affection, and declares himself perfectly well.—Cor. Zon- 
don Lancet. 


a 


Hyoscyamine.—A correspondent in the Lancet admonishes his 
readers to order ‘‘ Merk’s Extractive Hyoscyamine” in order to obtain 
uniform results from the remedy. ‘The dose is that. of atropia (which 
it resembles in physiological action) gr. one-eightieth to one-sixtieth. 
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Berlin Treatment of Scarlet Fever.—In the last volume of 
the reports of the Charity Hospital, Berlin, Professor Henoch has an 
article on scarlet fever, in which he treats of the anomalies of its pro- 
gress, its malignancy, complications and treatment. On the latter 
point he recommends, when stimulants are indicated, to employ cognac, 
coffee, camphor and musk. When swallowing is interfered with by 
the swelling of the fauces, he uses nutritive enemata and local hypoder- 
mic injections of camphor. 

RK Camphore pulv 
Alcoholis 
Aquee distillat M. 

Inject a syringeful. 

When the pyrexia is marked, he employs lukewarm baths ; cold baths 
he considers dangerous, as leading to collapse; but he is not afraid of 
cold sponging and the hydropathic pack. 


Fatal Tetanus Following Ligation of Hemorrhoids.—For 
four days the patient complained of a little soreness but otherwise was 
apparently comfortable. ‘The tissues included in the ligature became 
sloughy in appearance and diminished in size. About noon on the 
14th, the patient complained of stiffness of the jaw; he seemed restless 
and nervous; his pulse and temperature remained normal. The liga- 
ture came away. The rigidity of the muscles of the jaw gradually in- 
creased so that on the following day, the patient was unable to open the 
mouth at all. The muscles of the back of the neck were also affected: 
so that the head was drawn backward; still the breathing was regular 
and the temperature normal, though the pulse was slightly accelerated. 
At 11 o'clock on the night of Jan. 15th, he had a convulsive attack, 
lasting about five minutes and attended with great difficulty of respira- 
tion. This was succeeded by four others, each following its prede- 
cessor at a shorter interval and being more severe, and in the last he 
died, at 5 a.M., January 16th, the immediate cause of death being 
asphyxia. No autopsy could be obtained.— Hospital Gazette. 


The Croton Oil Treatment of Nzevus.—An instance of it is. 
given by Dr. H. F. Sigier, in the Michigan Medical News. He writes: 
‘¢ The tumor was situated in the centre of the left cheek, and in size: 
about as large as a dime. I procured a cork the size of the tumor, into: 
which I inserted several fine needles, letting the points project % of an 
inch. I then immersed the points of the needles in pure croton oil, 
and plunged them into the tumor. A little swelling followed, and 
several vesicles formed soon after. The second day a crust formed 
over the whole tumor. This was repeated three times, at intervals of 
five days, and no other treatment was required.—Med. and Surg. Rep. 


Glycerine as an Enema in Constipation.—Dr. L. W. Han- 
son, of Davison’s Station, Mich., writes to the Medical Record, that 
for the past two years he has been in the habit of using glycerine in all 
classes of cases where he desired to produce evacuation of the bowels 
by enema, whether of acute disease or habitual constipation. He uses 
it one part glycerine to six, eight or ten parts of tepid water, and finds 
it to act more pleasantly and efficiently than any other agent ever used. 
for the purpose. 
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Is Urticaria Caused by Sulphate of Cinchonidia ?—Dr. 
Kemper, of Muncie, Ind., states that he andhis partner have frequent- 
ly remarked upon the unusual number of cases of urticaria which have 
occurred this season, especially among children attacked with malarial 
fevers. During this time they have used the sulphate ‘of cinchonidia 
almost wholly in the place of quinine; and families keep and use the 
former. By such persons they have been quite commonly consulted 
for ‘‘hives” and ‘‘nettle-rash,” which occur early in some cases, later 
in others. In many instances, instead of the ordinary form there was 
marked puffiness of the face, eyelids, and sometimes of the extremities. 
In one case the eyes were nearly closed by the swollen lids. The cin- 
chonidia was left off, and the swelling disappeared. ‘Two weeks after- 
wards, when a few doses had been taken, the swelling reappeared. Dr. 
K. states that to a patient in whom quinine had several times produced 
an erythema of marked degree, he gave six grains of the cinchonidia. 
At his next visit she, with a reddened face, accused him of having 
given her quinine again. She gradually became completely covered 
with an erythematous blush, and subsequently underwent general des- 
quamation. He was formerly disposed to believe that malaria caused 
urticaria, but has now abandoned that idea.—Cin. Lancet and Clinic. 


Sulphuric Ether in Lumbago.—I had one morning a very 
urgent message to go some miles. At the time I was almost unfit to 
move in bed from lumbago, and to put my foot to the ground to walk 
was impossible, from the pain it gave me. I once before had the 
rheumatism in my arm and shoulder, and when one day working with 
ether I happened to inhale a small quantity, and to my surprise the 
rheumatism almost immediately left. Having this in my remembrance 
I got the ether-bottle and inhaled the ether on the folded tip of my 
pocket-handkerchief for about twenty minutes, not entirely putting 
myself under its influence ; and in less than an hour I was able to rise 
with little or no pain, and drive out, make my visit, and a good many 
other visits besides ; and on my return I felt the pain had increased a 
little ; I inhaled some more ether, and the next day I may say I was en- 
tirely better. I have also tried it on others with the same miraculous 
effect in lumbago.—Dr. David Smith, in Brit. Medical Journal. 


The Topical Application of Chloral Medicated with 
Camphor.—The mixture of chloral and camphor is transformed by 
heat into a thick oily transparent liquid, resulting from the solution of 
the camphor in the chloral hydrate, which thus loses its proportion of 
water. This topical application does not act like chloral by revulsion, 
for it does not produce the slightest hyperemia of the skin. Its action 
appears therefore to be due to its absorption. Dr. Sune, who has made 
out these facts, has seen several cases of pain in the side and slight 
attacks of neuralgia cured by this new medicine. —/ndependencia Medica- 


Battey’s Operation.—The Paris Medical says of Battey’s opera- 
tion: ‘‘It is not only rash, but is to be condemned for its boldness. 
We cannot approve the conduct of a surgeon who thus plays with the 
life of his patients, especially when we remember the gravity of deep: 
lesions of the peritoneum. We are happy to state that no French sur- 
geon has followed the footsteps of the American.” 
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Use of Chloroform in Diseases of the Heart.—On this sub- 
ject Mr. Vergely, of Bordeaux (Za France Medicale), remarks that 
there is a difference of opinion, some asserting that chloroform is very 
useful and others that it does harm in affections of the heart. In Mr. 
Vergely’s memoir, to which M. Dieulafoy has recently drawn the at- 
tention of the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux, three principal points 
are established. 

1. That the existence of heart disease does not contraindicate the 
use of anesthetics. 

2. Thatchloroform is a sedative in this class of diseases. 

3. That it should be used with discretion. 

In some cases of severe palpitation chloroform may be successfully 
administered. Also in some cases of dyspnoea and palpitation arising 
from mitral insufficiency, either alone or conjointly with hypodermic 
injections of morphia. M. Vergely has also given it without any acci- 
dent in angina pectoris, and in certain other affections of the heart 
characterized by dyspnoea and palpitation. From inquiries he has 
made into the literature of the subject, he concludes that this agent has 
been employed too timidly and unsystematically.—Med. Rep. 


Warm Fomentations to the Head in Cases of Uterine 
Hemorrhage.—Dr. Koehler (Allg. Med. Central-Zeitung) states that 
he has, for the last seven years, in cases of uterine hemorrhage, applied 
warm fomentations to the head, to prevent anemia of the brain, and 
also to the heart. Hot sand bags are also very efficient, and the pa- 
tients often will bear sand which is so hot that it can scarcely be touched 
with the hand. Assoon as the fomentation or bag has been applied, 
consciousness is restored ; the pulse grows stronger; the patient herself 
states that she feels better, that the ringing in the ears has ceased, and 
that she likes the appliance. As soon as it becomes cooler, she wishes 
it to be renewed. Dr. Koehler has, he says, saved patients even in 
the most dangerous cases of hemorrhage by this proceeding, by which 
the physician never loses time, as the fomentations may be watched 
and renewed by any one. This method has been found equally effi- 
cient in anzemia caused by epistaxis, hemorrhages produced by wounds, 
etc.—Med. Rep. 


Novel Use for Apomorphia.—At the late meeting of the French 
Association for the Advancement of Science, Mr. Verge related the 
case of a child with a plum-stone empacted in the gullet. No instru- 
ment being at hand for the extraction of the foreign body, recourse 
was had to emetics. Ipecacuanha failing to induce vomiting, it was 
decided, after consultation, to inject apomorphia subcutaneously. Two 
injections were practiced, amounting in all to two and a half milli- 
grammes of the alkaloid, not a large amount. Vomiting was soon ex- 
cited, and the foreign body expelled.—Zondon Lancet. 


Herpes Zoster.—Dr. Walther, of Mittweida, reports the following 
singular occurrence of zoster. A student affected with the disease re- 
moved from his room. ‘The next occupant shortly after was attacked 
with the same affection. ‘This one also removed, and the third occu- 
pant, also a student, was immediately attacked with the same disease. 
—Ailgem. Med. Central Zeitung. 
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Epilepsy.—Dr. Hammond, in his work on Diseases of the Nervous 
System, in detailing the successful treatment of a very obstinate and 
apparently hopeless case of epilepsy, says : 

We placed the patient upon a formula almost identical with Dr. Browr- 
Sequard’s celebrated one for epilepsy, substituting the sodium for the 
potassium salt, in consequence of its less depressing effect and of its 
greater tolerance by the system, giving three times daily twenty grains 
of the former with a half drachm of Squibb’s fl. ext. ergot. She began: 
the remedy in October, 1874, and took it faithfully for a year anda 
half. 

Her mother stated that at the four subsequent menstrual periods she 
had three severe epileptic seizures daily. They then disappeared en- 
tirely. Continued medicine, notwithstanding their cessation, for over 
eighteen months. ‘The fits have never recurred since early in Febru- 
ary, 1875, now three years and ten months. 


Purulent Ophthalmia of Infants.—Iodine is more soluble im 
distilled water of cherry-laurel than in simple distilled water. Ten drops 
of tincture of iodine disappear in ten grammes (168 minims) of dis- 
tilled cherry-laurel water, by a chemical transformation, the mixture 
being free from coloration; while in the same quantity of simple distilled 
water it immediately colors it, and gives, in a short time, a precipitate 
of iodine. Dr. Lutton prepares a liquid containing one gramme (16 
minims) of tincture of iodine to twenty grammes (324 minims) of cherry, 
or at the 2oth. It has the color of pale cognac, and forms a collyrium 
of unquestionable efficacy in the purulent ophthalmia of newly-born 
children. By means of a glass dropping tube, this liquid is instilled 
between the lids four or six times per day, and these are also bathed 
with it as abundantly as possible. It is greatly superior in efficacy to 
nitrate of silver, and occasions no inconvenience.— Union Medicale et 
Scientifique du Nord-Est. 


Treatment of Enlarged Glands in Scarlet Fever.—A writer 
in a late number of the London Lancet : I have lately adopted a very 
simple method of preventing the great suffering which little patients 
sometimes have to undergo from enlarged glands in scarlet fever. The 
attendant is directed on the slightest indication of enlargement to rub 
gently into the neck every two hours by day and every four at night 
linimentum ammoniz, with a little tincture of opium added; each ap- 
plication to last ten or fifteen minutes; and, to insure the necessary 
perseverance, warning is given of the probable serious consequences 
should the enlargement continue. I have recently had a large number 
of cases of scarlet fever, some of them severe, but I have had no en- 
larged glands. The friction obviously prevents the collection of morbid 
material in the gland and subsequent adenitis.—AMed. Mews. 


Diphtheria.—It has been lately suggested that rotten potatoes and 
apples are causative of diphtheria, the fungi of these being identical 
with the fungiof the diphtheritic ulcer.. Anobserver says that the dis- 
ease invariably attacks families in which the Irish tuber is eaten, and 
that, during epidemics, families who abstained from the vegetable en- 
joyed immunity from the disease. Sweet potatoes are not supposed to. 
be similarly injurious. 
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Treatment of Erysipelas by Injections of Carbolic Acid. 
—Dr. Hueter contributes the experience of the Greifswald hospital to 
this question. A solution of carbolic acid in alcohol and water is inject- 
ed by the Pravaz syringe into the affected skin, at points sufficiently 
near to each other to control the inflammation. In many cases two or 
three injections are sufficient ; in severe ones five are generally found to 
suffice; while in the worst as many as twelve have been used. After 
making them, the skin is kept covered with a carbolized compress, 


which is changed two orthree times a day. If the erysipelas is accom- 


panied by lymphangitis and lymphadenitis, mercurial ointment is spread 
thickly along the course of.the red streaks and over the swollen glands. 
—Berliner Klinischenschrife. 


Occurrence of Herpes During the Administration of Ar- 
senic.—Dr. Finlayson, of Glasgow, reports, in confirmation of the 
opinion expressed by Hutchinson that zoster is frequently developed 
-during the use of arsenic, two cases in which this affection occurred in 
young women while under the action ‘of the drug. [Observations of 
such occurrences are not yet numerous enough to warrant the positive 
conclusion that the alleged connection is more than accidental. Zoster 


occurs during the use of other drugs. For instance, we have under 


observation at this time a fully-developed case upon the thorax in a 
syphilitic patient under treatment by mercurial inunction.—Jep. |— 
Hospital Gazette. 


Treatment of Mammary Abscess.—Dr. A. M. Armstrong 
writes: ‘‘ For ten years past I have not had the unpleasant task of 
‘opening mammary abscess, where either chloroform, chloroform lini- 
ments, or the atomized sulph, ether had been freely applied to the af- 
fected breast, before suppuration had commenced; and I have known 
either application to give prompt and effectual relief, even after the 
patient was suffering from severe rigors. A very popular remedy here, 
with both regular and irregular physicians, is a composition of kerosene 
and camphorated alcohol, applied as a liniment.—AZed. and Surg. Rep. 


Obstinate Singultus Cured by Muriate of Pilocarpine.— 
Dr. Ortille reports a case of persistent singultus, due to cerebral em- 
bolism, which proved utterly rebellious to all the usual methods of treat- 
ment. As the singultus persisted even during the sleep produced by 
morphine injections, and the strength of the patient was becoming 
greatly reduced, a hypodermic injection of half a grain of pilocarpine 
was at last administered. This produced abundant perspiration and 
salivation, and the hiccough ceased at once.—AUl. Med. Cent. Zeil. 


Paracotoin as a Remedy in Epidemic Cholera. — Prof. 
Baelz, of Tokio, Japan, contributes to the Centralblatt of July 6th, an 
account of his striking success with this remedy in cases of malignant 
cholera. He administered it in doses of o.2 gramme by hypodermic 
injection, suspended in equal parts of glycerine and water. The cure 
was prompt in five cases, all in which he used it, and the Japanese 
government has taken measures to provide a supply of the drug, in the 
event of another outbreak. 








‘ 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Pregnancy in the Elephant.—We learn from N. Y. Medical 
Record that at the invitation of Mr. Tule, the manager of the ‘‘Great 
London Circus,” a number of medical gentlemen visited the winter 
quarters of the circus at Twenty-third Street and Columbia Avenue, in 
Philadelphia, on Friday, March 14th, in order to inspect a female ele- 
phant said to be pregnant. 

The female elephant believed to be pregnant had been covered twice 
by a male elephant at Concord, New Hampshire, on the 25th of May, 
1878. At the time of examination she was consequently in the tenth 
month of pregnancy. 

The two breasts, which are situated immediately between the front 
Jegs in the elephant, were full and swollen. The nipples were very 
prominent, and pointed outwards and downwards. ‘The milk veins on 
the surface of the abdomen were also very prominent. 

The general opinion hitherto held with regard to the act of copula- 
tion on the part of the elephant has been that it is performed while the 
female lies on her back. 

In this instance, however, the act of copulation had been twice per- 
formed, and on both occasions the male had mounted upon the back of 
the female, and the penis, instead of curving backwards as is the case 
under artificial sexual excitement, had curved forwards and upwards. 
‘These facts were very thoroughly authenticated. This proves that pre- 
vious ideas upon this subject have been altogether erroneous. 

Curious glands, sebaceous in origin, were pointed out by the keeper 
in the roof of the elephant’s mouth and behind the eyes. In the glands 
behind the eyes, wax is wont to accumulate, and causes much annoy- 
ance to the elephant unless removed. 

It was further shown that the tongue of the elephant does not pos- 
-sesses any freenum. 

As the period ofnormal pregnancy in the elephant is twenty months, 
it was expected that the calf would be born, if nothing unforeseen 
should occur, on January 25th, 1880. ‘The birth of an elephant calf 
.away from India is a great rarity. 


Experiment to Illustrate Geological Processes.—M. de 
Chancourtois, professor of geology at the School of Mines in Paris, has 
-devised an experiment to illustrate the formation of ridges of hills by 
risings in the crust of the globe while still soft from the primitive heat. 
M. de Chancourtois represents the globe by an inflated rubber ball, 
which takes the place of the terrestrial nucleus in fusion, destined to 
contract on cooling, and, by its shrinking, to produce on the surface 
the elevations and depressions which constitute the mountains and 
valleys of the existing earth. The ball is dipped in a bath of melted 
wax, and, when that has partially set, a small portion of the air is 
allowed to escape bythe tap. The surface of the sphere then contracts 
slightly, and sinks in portions, wrinkling the wax. When a little more 
air is allowed to escape, these slight wrinkles become more distinct, and 
form ridges and hollows precisely analogous to the ranges of hills and 
valleys on the face of our planet, except that their relief is relatively 
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greater. M. de Chancourtois lately presented to the Academy: of 
Sciences two of these balls,—one in the first stage of the operation, 
and the other in the second or final one.—/ournal of Chemistry. 


A Hairy Water Tortoise.—Mr. Frank Buckland, in Land and 
Water, describes a curious water tortoise from China that had been 
presented to him. It isa terrapin which apparently has hairs growing 
out from its back. These apparent hairs consist simply of some water 
grass, something like the weedy material growing in decaying wood- 
work and lock gates of rivers. Whether the growth is produced arti- 
ficially by the Chinese, or whether it is natural, isnot known.—Sc7. Am. 


Caloptine.—A chemical examination of the dead Rocky Moun- 
tain locusts, by the United States Entomological Commission, shows 
that these insects furnish a new oil, which will be christened caloptine, 
and a very large percentage of pure formic acid. Though this acid 
exists in the ant and some other insects, it is with difficulty obtained in 
large quantities ; whereas by the action of sulphuric acid upon the lo- 
cust juices, it passes off with great readiness, and in remarkable quan- 
tity and gravity. — Zc. Med. Journal. 


Absorption of Carbonic Oxide by Living Organisms.—N. 
Grehaut has experimented with mixtures of air and minute portions of 
cabonic oxide. He finds that a man or an animal, when compelled 
for half an hour to breathe an atmosphere containing only 1-779 of 
carbonic oxide, absorbs that gas in sufficient quantities to saturate about 
half of the red globules of the blood, so that they become incapable of 
absorbing oxygen. In an atmosphere containing 1-1449 of carbonic 
oxide, about a quarter of the red globules are similarly saturated. 
These results are interesting and important in relation to physiology 
and hygiene.—/ournal of Chemistry. 


Meteorology for 1878.—It is said that the year 1878 was not only 
the warmest of the last ten, but also that by far the greatest amount of 
rain fell. With such an excess of rain (11 inches above the average) 
one should expect a much cooler year than usual. Other causes must 
have counteracted this influence. 

It will also be noticed that the whole yearly range of temperature, 
during the last fifteen years, has been only 7.72°, while the amount of 
rain in the last ten years has varied more than twenty-three and a half 
inches (23.59). 

Self-Luminous Clocks.—The new Swiss self-luminous clock 
dials are rendered visible in the dark by covering the figures with the 
sulphide of calcium, which has long been noted for its phosphorescence. 
Its remarkable qualities in this respect are evident from the fact that it 
was visible in total darkness after having been closely shut up in a box 
for five days. 


Disappearance of Nebulz.—Two nebule of the Southern heav- 
ens which were described by Herchel, and which have long been pro- 
minent celestial objects observed by astronomers, have, of late, entirely 
disappeared from view, even through the Melbourne reflector. 


Invisible Ink.—Bottger recommends as an invisible ink for postal 
cards sulphuric acid diluted with fifty parts of water, a quill pen being 
used for the writing, which is invisible until heated, when it becomes. 
black.—/ournal of Chemistry. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 


Habitual Constipation.—Habitual constipation is a very com- 
mon, and often a very difficult condition to overcome. Almost every 
journal contains formula and suggestions from the experience of prac- 
titioners promising much, but as a rule resulting in disappointment. 
We have for the last twelve months been using, with great satisfaction, 
minute doses of podophyllin, as contained in the parvules of Wm. R. 
Warner & Co., of Philadelphia. The parvules whieh we use contain 
only one-twentieth of a grain each, and we give only one pill regularly 
three ttmes a day. The podophyllin in powder does not seem to be 
so efficient. Why this is so, we cannot tell; perhaps it is the tritura- 
tion, or something in the method of preparation; or it may be the pu- 
rity of the article used by this staunch and reliable House, whose fame 
in the preparation of sugar-coated pills is world-wide. ‘The effect of 
these parvules, given as above, is simply to re-establish and regulate 
the peristaltic action, producing one easy, slightly softened and appa- 
rently natural dejection daily. It also imparts tone to the liver, invig- 
orates the digestive function, relieves hemorrhoids if they exist, and 
improves the general health. 

We have also used many other remedies in these parvules, and find 
them very convenient for grading the dose to any desired quantity; a 
saving of trouble in mixing and compounding, and what is very desi- 
rable, have found them in every instance to be pure, reliable and effi- 
cient in action. ‘Their parvules of aloin are also excellent, as four of 
them can be taken with the same purgative effect as a like number of 
cathartic pills, and for administration to children, they are very conve- 
nient. Parvules of calomel, one-tenth grain, given in doses of two 
every two hours until five or six doses are taken, comprising one-half 
grain of calomel only, produce bilious evacuations and move the liver 
in a manner more satisfactory than ten grains of calomel as ordinarily 
given. Asaclass of remedies, we regard these parvules as very con- 
venient and satisfactory. WwW. 


Cinchonia Alkaloid.—Messrs. Powers & Weightman, of Phila- 
delphia, have done a good work for the profession, and for the coun- 
try, by the manufacture and by the introduction of the various alka- 
loids of the bark—distributing gratuitously to physicians throughout 
the country pure samples of these preparations for test and experiment. 
We have from time to time been furnished with these samples, and 
have both tested them ourselves and handed them out to others for 
trial in practice. On more than one occasion we have reported results 
from the experiments thus made with these agents. 

The cinchonidia has proven an efficient anti-periodic ; so the sulphate 
of cinchonia, and not less so the cinchonia alkaloid more recently intro- 
duced. A very excellent combination is the cinchonia mixture con- 
taining a portion of sugar of milk and bicarb. soda. It is nearly taste- 
less, and admirably suited to children and to delicate stomachs. It is 
rendered soluble by the natural acids of the stomach, or its solubility 
may be assured by the use of acid drinks. 

12 
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Our observations in the use of this agent fully confirm the reports of 
others as to its anti-periodic properties, which may be regarded as little 
if any less than those of the sulphate of quinine. One intelligent 
practitioner pronounces the cinchonia mixture, above referred to, as 
specially adapted to nervous and delicate subjects, having noticed in a 
number of instances a peculiar soothing, anodyne effect—the patient 
sweetly sleeping through and beyond the time of chill, and awaking 
refreshed and free from fever. 

The mixture has been found also a useful remedy in menorrhagia, 
when followed by elixir vitriol as the acid drink. It moderates the 
flow, equalizes the circulation, and warms up the extremities. In 
three cases of menorrhagia we have used the following combination 
with prompt success : 


Fluid ext. ergot 
Aque cinnamoni.............05.065 


S. One teaspoonful every three hours. 


Diphtheria.—Dr. D. H. Chase, in Medical Brief, says : 

In the past three years I have treated nearly two hundred cases of 
diphtheria, as follows : 

R_ Tr. chloride iron..... 
Potas. chlorate 1 drachm. 

Mix. Sig. Give five to twenty drops in a swallow of water every 
four hours, and if throat is badly affected, use a swab of the pure tinc- 
ture of iron and glycerine, once daily for three days. 


For fever : 


R Tr. aconite...... 10 drops. 
AR MEICRTLONILINR, © 10,0, 5:01a\0s10:00) se 045 918 :0:5 10 « 20 drops. 
Tr. phytolacca 20 drops. 
Water 4 ounces. 


Mix. Sig. One teaspoonful every hour. 
With this treatment I have not lost a case. 


Treatment of Burns.—If the epidermis has not been removed, 
mild antiphlogistic means should be used, as laudanum and lead 
water, If it has been destroyed, soothing ointments are very comfort- 
ing to the parts, as oxide of zinc ointment; anything, however,. that 
will prevent the contact of the air with the excoriated surface, and 
soothe the exposed nerve filaments, can be used. —Mar. Med. Journ. 
_ Nothing better than melted lard mixed with an equal quantity of the 
white of an egg, into a bland creamy substance. It is always at hand 
and gives prompt relief to pain.—Ed. S. Med. Record. 


Poisoning by Rhus Toxicodendron.—Dr. J. 3. Murfree, in 
Medical Brief, says : 

I have noticed several remedies for poisoning by rhus, or the poison 
oak vine. Permit me to call attention to the black wash (U. S. Dis.) 
>—calomel and lime water. I have used it for several years past with 
invariable success. I do not believe in specifics, but this remedy ap- 
proaches as nearly being a specific as any I know of. 
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Aconite.— Dr. T. J. Fentress, in Medical Brief, says : 

We find aconite in most all febrile and inflammatory affections truly 
an indispensable agent, particularly so in those cases characterized by 
an imperfect capillary circulation, feeble but frequent pulse, cool ex- 
tremities, without complications, then this remedy has a fine effect 
alone. 

But often complications exist or arise requiring other agents in com- 
bination to meet these indications. Let us take as an example a case 
of fever, with a strong, full and frequent pulse, and a marked tendency 
to the brain as shown by a flushed face, bright eyes and contracted 
pupils. We then give : 

R Tinct. aconite rad 20 drops. 
Tinct. gelseminum (green root) 60 drops. 
Aqua 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose—one teaspoonful every hour is truly specific to this 
condition. 

‘Take the opposite condition : a fever with a quick, feeble: pulse, 
imperfect capillary circulation, extremities cool, face pale, eyes expres- 
sionless, pupils dilated with a marked tendency to coma. We then 
give the following : 

R_ Tinct. aconite «eee 20 drops. 
Tinct. belladon...... eoeeseee - 30 drops. 
4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose—one teaspoonful every hour is truly specific to 
this condition. 

In sthenic fever or inflammations, with a full, open, bounding pulse, 
active capillary circulation, give : 

R Tinct. aconite ... 30 drops. 
Tinct. verat. (Norwood’s)........ -e+» 20 drops.. 
Spts. nit. dule.......... Reabln se Beets 1 drachm. 
Aqua,.... 4 ounces. 

Mix. Sig. Dose—one teaspoonful every hour will soon quiet the 
storm and place the patient in a favorable condition for subsequent 
treatment. 

And this, in fact, is our leading treatment in all cases of pneumonia 
presenting the indications above referred to, and with a success too, 
that we never achieved under any other form of medication, and deci- 
dedly more pleasant and acceptable to the patient, which is quite an 
important item in the account. 


Oxalate of Cerium in Vomitiug of Pregnancy.—Dr. Image, 
in Practitioner, says : 

In severe cases.I give oxalate of cerium. every four hours for the first 
day, beginning the first dose half an hour before the patient rises, and 
then, as improvement takes place, diminishing it to three times a day, 
but always giving the first dose of the day before the patient moves 
from the horizontal position—a point to which I attach much impor- 
tance. The formula I employ is: 

BK Ceri Oxalatis. ..........00crscovesecseesseres 
MUN Vey” UNE OO! =. 6' spare coc asheasaswasepanecepeagtctessceces 
Tinct. aurantii ...... ccccooosscccccess 


AQUAM: BA iscicnrsiviseriscesvccsines sedoedendvthdealas eR, | 
S. Shake and give one teaspoonful. 
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Dr. J. C. Boozer, of South Carolina, writes: ‘‘I was called to a 
little girl between one and two years old, who is subject to convulsions 
once a month, or, as her friends stated, with every change of the 
moon. Supposing I might relieve the attack by purging the patient, I 
administered calomel; but it had no perceptible effect. Bromide of 
potassium was also given repeatedly without relieving the case. A 
blister was then applied to the nape of the neck, and relief at once fol- 
lowed; and there has been no return of the convulsions. Can any one 
inform me why these attacks come on with the change of the moon ?” 

[Periodicity is a feature which pertains to many affections, particu- 
larly those of a nervous character. Epilepsy and epileptiform convul- 
sions are not unfrequently marked by periodical returns at longer or 
shorter intervals. If the period should be four weeks, it must neces- 
sarily fall upon some one of the moon’s phases, and from time imme- 
morial the moon has been made responsible for many of the ills and 
wants of life. The word Zunatic (Zuna, the moon), as applied to 
crazy people, originiated in this moon superstition. The idea has been 
long since exploded, and the word lunatic now applies, both in medi- 
cine and in law, to all forms of mania or mental derangement except 
idiocy.—Ep. ] 


Dog-fennel (Anthemis Cotula.)—Dr. I. T. Suggs, of Texas, writes : 
‘‘During the war an old lady told me that dog-fennel was a certain cure 
for chronic diarrhoea, and that there was no danger of giving too much 
of it. She told me of very bad cases she had cured with it. It was 
not long till I had a case which appeared almost hopeless. I gathered 
the tops and blooms of the weed (the weed was just matured), made a 
strong decoction, gave a teacupful about sundown; his bowels did not 
trouble him all night. Afterwards gave a tablespoonful three times a 
day. In forty-eight hours his evacuations were perfectly natural—he 
was cured. ‘This is a sample of a great many cases. I was living near 
Tupelo, Mississippi, where soldiers were frequently camped from the 
evacuation of Corinth to the close of the war. We then used a great 
many domestic remedies, because we could get no others. I am sat- 
isfied that there might be a valuable extract made from dog-fennel. I 
have been using this remedy in my practice ever since the war; it is 
good for the diarrhoea of children; it makes a very pleasant syrup.” 


Boracic Acid Ointment.—This ointment is used in University 
College Hospital, as an application for burns, and is made according 
to a formula of Mr. Godlee, as follows : 


Boracic acid in fine powder 
White wax 


Melt the wax, paraffin and oil, with a gentle heat; then add the 
acid, and continue stirring until it remains of uniform consistence. 
Before using, it should be reduced to a soft mass by rubbing it in a 
cold mortar. 


Trichine in the Flesh of Geese.—Sixty soldiers of the garrison 
of Thionville lately fell sick of trichinosis, and two of them died. It 
has been ascertained that the disease arose, not from pork, but from 
the flesh of geese which they had eaten, 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Arrangements for the meeting of the American Medical Association, 
in the city of Atlanta on the 6th of May, have taken very decided 
shape since our last issue. 

We learn that reduced rates of transportation will be allowed upon the 
various lines of railroads terminating here, and that every reasonable 
facility will be extended to those desiring to attend from the entire 
country, North, South, East and West. 

In addition, we are assured that ample and convenient halls will be 
provided for the general meetings of the Body, and for the sessions of 
the various Sections. 

As we go to press the programme in detail hasnot been definitely an- 
nounced. It is most probable that the regular meetings of the Body 
will be held in the Representative Hall of the Capitol. 

We learn from Dr. Logan, Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, that he has received the usual notice of a number of valuable 
papers to be presented to the various Sections, and can promise a highly 
interesting ‘‘Programme.”’ 

We are also confident that the social features of the occasion will do 
no discredit to the profession or to the city, so that we feel no hesitancy 
in extending a hearty welcome to all who can attend. 

The Association of Medical Colleges, appointed in Atlanta for May 
the 2d, will hold its meetings, we learn, in the Senate Chamber. 

The National Board of Health will also convene in Atlanta on 
May the first. 


MEDICAL COLLEGE ASSOCIAT10N. 


Professor N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, President of the American Medical 
College Association, has appointed its next rueeting at Atlanta, Ga., on 
Friday, May 2d, 1879, at 10 o’clock, A. M. Each Medical College in the 
United States is requested to send two delegates, with full power to act 
for their respective schools, one delegate from the Board of Trustees, 
and one from the Faculty. 

‘The object of this Association is to adopt, if possible, some uniform 
system of instruction, more in harmony with the requirements of the 
age.”’?. All the efforts of previous conventions having failed to decide 
upon any definite plan, the matter is still open. The meetings have 
not, however, been altogether fruitless of results, as they have awakened 
interest and discussion upon the subject. The profession at large and the 
county and State Associations have not yet been sufficiently aroused to the 
importance of the movement. We believe if the Colleges were backed 
and sustained by the various organized Bodies of the Profession 
throughout the land, that the work of elevating the standard of medi- 
cal education would be promptly and successfully accomplished. Our 
views upon this subject have been so frequently expressed in this Journal, 
that we need not here reiterate them. We are in favor of progress and 
improvement, and ready to give our heart and hand to any movement 
for a higher, nobler and more dignified standard of medical education. 


Book NoticEs.—We are forced for the want of space to omit notices 
of a number of interesting books and pamphlets received. They will 
appear in our next, 
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SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


Having promised to keep our readers posted in regard to this new In- 
stitution, we will state that the Building Committee have secured an 
eligible lot in the most desirable and central portion of the city. Ar- 
rangements are already in progress for the erection of a large, elegant, 
and suitable building, which will be completed and equipped with, all 
the modern and improved facilities for the successful and thorough 
teaching of medicine in all its departments, on or before the first of Oc- 
tober next. Now that the necessary preliminary steps have been taken, 
the Trustees will at an early day fill the several chairs with teachers 
selected with reference to their ability and fitness for their respective 
positions. It is designed to fill the leading Professorships with men of 
experience and ability, and the special chairs with youug men of brilliant 
and aspiring minds. 

The Institution will take high ground from the beginning, and will be 
ready to co-operate with the foremost in elevating the standard of Medi- 
cal education, and in removing the stigma which has been brought upon 
the profession by the ‘legal manufacturing of imperfectly educated 
medical graduates.”’ 


IMPORTANCE OF MEDICAL JOURNALS. 


It is certainly a lamentable fact that a very large proportion of those 
engaged in the practice of medicine, neither take nor read Medical 
Journals. Theresultis that they make no progress in the professson, de- 
prive themselves of important and essential information, and subject 
their patients to needless suffering, and sometimes to unnecessary death. 
We say unnecessary, because of the ignorance of agents, or methods 
which might have saved life, if the practitioner had known of their ex- 
istence. 

It may be charity to suppose that some do not realize the terrible re- 
sponsibility of their negligence, that others are too poor to pay for a 
Medical Journal. When we consider the exceeding ¢heapness of medi- 
cal literature in these days, and the fact that the charge for a single visit 
and prescription would cover the expense of a good journal for a whole 
year, it is hard to accept this last excuse. Yet we have done all that we 
could to accommodate our journal to the necessities of our medical 
brethren. Knowing the pressure that has been upon the profession 
since the war, and that a majority of practitioners feel themselves un- 
able to take more than one Journal, we have endeavored to find that 
medium as to size and style that would, as nearly as could be, cover 
the entire field of medical news, at the lowest possible cost to the sub- 
seriber. 

It is believed that our Journal more nearly conforms to these condi- 
tions—is more practical in its plan and objects, and better adapted to 
the wants of the busy practitioner than any Journal which has hereto- 
fore existed in the United States. Though not Jarge or extravagant in 
style, its table of contents exhibits a review of the entire field of Medi-+ 
eal Literature. Its plain, practical and condensed method, by which 
the information given may be made available at the bed side, renders it 
particularly acceptable to the busy practitioner ; while its low price of 
subscription accords well with the stringency of the times, 

THE SoUTHERN MEDICAL ReEcorpD was established in 1870. That it 
has become the favorite of the busy practitioner, we have hundreds of 
testimonials to show, in the correspondence of the office. And we feel as- 
sured that if we could personally visit and present these facts to medival 
men, that thousands of them would take our Journal, who are now in- 
different on the subject. It would seem indeed that no argument would 
be required to convince any physician that duty to his own conscience, 
not less than those who trust their lives in his hands, requires him to 
keep posted in the progress of his profession, and this he cannot do, 
without taking at least one medical Journal. 

We earnestly hope that every one who reads these lines will appre- 
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ciate the truth of the above remarks, and at once subscribe for our 
Journal; not only so, but that he will induce others to subscribe, and aid 
us by his pen and influence in our work of developing the medical 
literature, and advancing the progress of medical science in our section. 
KR. C. W, 





STATE MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


Georgia Medical Association, at Rome Ga., April 16th, meets about 
the time we go to press, and we cannot therefore, note its proceedings in 
the present issue. 

PP ge Kentucky State Medicai Society meets at Danville, May 13th, 
iJ. 

Colorado Medical Society, at Colorado Springs, Tuesday, May 13, 1879. 
Dr. A Stedman, Denver, President; Dr. C. C. Lathrop, Denver, Perma- 
nent Secretary. 

State Medical Society of Arkansas, in Little Rock, Wednesday, May 
7, 1879. Dr. A. A. Horner, Helena, President ; Dr. R. G. Jennings, Lit- 
tle Rock, Secretary. 

Ohio State Medical Society, in Dayton, June 3, 1879. Dr. B. B. 
ns West Liberty, President; Dr. J. F. Baldwin, Coluinbus, Secre- 

ary. 

Medical Society of the State of North Carolina, in Greensborough, 
Tuesday, May 20, 1879. Dr. Charles Duffy, Jr., Newbern, President ; 
Dr. L. J Picot, Littlejohn, Secretary. 

Medical Society of the State of West Virginia, in Martinsburg, June 
4, 1879. Dr. Wesley H. Sharp, Volcano, President; Dr. M. F. Hullihen, 
Wheeling, Secretary. 





LOCALS. 


THE BEDFORD IRON AND ALLUM SPRINGS.—The efficiency of these 
waters, and the mass prepared from them, is now generally conceded. 
Those desiring to see a reliable account of the properties of these remark- 
able waters from a responsible and intelligent source, should read the ar- 
ticle in present copy of our Journal, by Prof. J. J. Moorman, which we 
copy from a Maryland Journal. Being satisfied from certain cases in our 
own practice, and from the testimony of others, that the iron and alum 
mass is a very valuable therapeutic agent, we trust that our readers will 
test it in practice, and report'resuJts to this Journal. See advertisement 
on this subject in present number. 


THE BUFFALO LITHIA WATERS.—Itis common witha certain class of 
medical men to claim that the vegetable kingdom cotains a specific for 
all the ills that flesh is heir to; yet in a certain class of affections, as for 
instance the diseases peculiar to women, it is believed that no vegetable 
production has been found to equal the above waters. They meet also 
other important indications. See advertisement on first colored page of 
this Journal. 





OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 


A word to our subscribers on this subject. It is believed that THE 
RECORD is the best advertising medium of the kind in the Southern 
States. We desire to keep it so, and need the help of our readers in this 
matter. Let them bear in mind that it is important to know where re- 
liable and pure medicines may be obtained, and they can order them 
from these advertisers, or ask their home druggist and merchants to 
order for thern. We request and urge our readers both for their own in- 
terests, and for the good of their patients, to order from our advertisers, 
whom we believe to be reliable. 
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THE Association {of Medical Editors will meet in Atlanta, on Monday 
evening, May 5th, preceding the assembling of the American Medical 
Association. We anticipate much pleasure in meeting with, and form- 
ing the acquaintance of our brethren of the quill. 


RECEIPTED.—1877—G. A. B. Hays. 1878—Drs. J. F. Pou, W. W. Conte 6ms; M. B. 
Pollard; W.A. Dobbs; J. H. Payne; S. L. Singleterry; T. E. Morris; J. F. Davis; Jno. 
QO. Brien; R. 8S. Hullsey ; L. G. Lincecum ; V. Lockheart, 6ms.; T J Parker; T. E. Col- 
lier ; G. M. Rivers ; R. D. Lucius. 1878-9—W. B. Maxwell; T.N. Skeen ; W. R. Robi- 
son; W. T. Beall; C. M. Norwood; W. W. Farr; J. 8. Green; C. W. Keller; T. J. 
Charlton; I N Gilmore; R. S. Powell. 1879—J. A.,Holloway; C. P. Sanders; A. L. 
Hawkins; R. E. Hutchins; Wm, Whitehead, Lanier & McCabe; J. E. Carter, to Jay 
lst.; J. W. Burt; P. S Anderson, W. Culpepper; J. C. McCoy; John J. Gage; J. F. 
Earnest, 6 ms.; M. T. Bell; D. J. Parsons; J. C. Bivings; J. T. and J. F. Alford; E. 
Wheeler; A. J. Kobb; J. M. Strong; Jos. Underwood; J. UC. Boozer, P. Taylor; W. H. 
Stewart, 6 ms; Tho. H. Roberds; R. J. Tofbert; J. W. Thomas; F. J. Thorpe; T. C. 
Powell; T. E. Pennington,6 ms. John Elsner; Dr. Brownlee ; J. W. Harris; W. E. 
Brock ; A. F. Fricks; J.T. Persons; Tho. B. Meacham; K. H. Davis; J.C. Wallace; Ss. 
N. Bruce; C. J. Burroughs; J. A. Fields ; W. E. Saterfield ; J. I. Grover; Louis Had- 
den; T. A. Cook; J. F. Davis; A. H. Sellers; S. Y. Carter; F. M. Bledsee; E. H. Mc- 
Gehee; L. D. Webb; C. M. Gibson; Booth & Jarrett; E. R. Young; J. W. Price; 8. 
A. Berry ; W. W. Elrod; R. A. Sells ; E’ A. Anderson ; J. L.Selman; H. Allison; M. 
J. Luster; R. A. Shimssock ; M. B. Miller; J. K. Davidsons; F. M. Rushing; B. E. 
Clark ; C. M. Bold s; H.C. Walkup; J.D Johnson ; S.M.Cummings; J. D. Harwell; 
M. E. Vemaret ; E. H. Parham ; Holderness & Robertson ; D.S, Aswell; A.C. Simon- 
ton; S. H. Dilburn,; C. Wall; J. G. Donald; J. W. Baker; J. A. Agnew; °A. W. 
Agnew; W. F. Morrison; J. Ww. Ethridge ; J. W. Bunt; T. E. Morris; 8S. V. Parker; 
- C. Davis ; M. L. Barron; C. 'T. Coleman; P. P. Terry; E. F.Sumerall. 1879-80—J. 
i. ‘rippe. 


SPECIAL NOTIOES. 


WE claim that a no less important discovery than that of Phosphorus by Brandt 
in 1669, is its preparation by William R Warner & Co., in Pillnlar torm in its elemen- 
tary state by the process we alone employ. 

While phosphorus had long been regarded as a valuable remedy, the methods em- 
ployed for its administration were so disgusting to the patient as to render its general 
use almost impossible. 

The Pills prepared by us are harmless in their administration, yet most potent in 
their effect, the elements being thoroughly diffused and subdivided and protected 
trom oxidation. 

We present the practitioner a variety of twenty-four combinations, thus enabling 
him to use this valuable remedy in every variety of disease to which it is applicable. 

WM. R. WARNER & CO. 


Geo. J. Howard & Bros.. Drug Establishment in Atlanta.—Physicians 
visiting the city, desiring to look at or purchase medicines, should not fail to call at 
the Wholesale House of Geo. J. Horward & Bros., 293, Alabama street. The Senior 
and managing partner has been long identified with the Drug trade of this city. 
They have recently purchased an entirely new stock, in the most favorable state of 
the Drug market. They have a fine assortment of Surgical and Obstetrical Instru- 
ments, Pocket Cases, ete. 





Convenience of Empty Capsules.—Many drugs, among which we may note 
roots, yums, emetics, capsicum, etc., Which—either from the more immediate effect. to 
be produced, or from special action to be desired—the physician proposes to admin- 
ister in the rated ynetonng state, in preference to any form of preparation, are 
practically debarred from use in certain cases on account of their eden proper- 
ties (appearance, odor, taste,) and the difficulty experienced in swallowing them. 

To be able to easily disguise these features of a remedy at the bedside of a patient, 
at a time and place when he cannot employ the assistance of a pharmacist, is a 
great desideratum to the practitioner. 

Our Capsules will fully supply this want; a few trials will demonstrate all their 
advantages. PARKE, DAVIS & CO., Detroit. 


Wine and Cake for Evenings.—Alfred Speer, of ‘New Jersey, it should be 
known is one of the most extensive producers and dealers in Pure Wines and 
Brandies in the United States. He makes a Superior Port Wine, which took the 
pagnen. Premium at the Centennial, known as Speer’s PortGrape Wine. lt is sold by 

ruggists, 


Atlanta Hotel+«.—The Kimball House in Atlanta, is said to be the largest and 
best equipped Hotel in the Southern States. 


House and Lot in Atlanta for Sale.—A good lot, and in a locality where 
there are not too many Doctors. A two stery house containing eleven rooms, and 
the usual outbuildings. Price $3,500, half cash balance on long time, with interest. 
A liberal discount for an all cash payment. It is a good time now to buy. Atlanta 
property ,as_ is conceded by all, is at its lowest figure—and will steadily advance in 
the future. For particulars enquire of - Dr. R. C. WORD, Atlanta, Ga. 





